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Course Description

and there will be frequent writing assignments.

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the complexity and

pleasure of poetry. We will be learning about the aesthetics of English poetry by
reading it in the context of Western poetic traditions. We will use the historical
circumstances to understand the poetic choices behind poetic allusions, language,
genre, diction, rhythm, and figurative language. The poems we read are chosen
from a variety of genres, authors, and historical periods, ranging from sonnets to the
Romantic period to the present. Our aim will be to understand how the various
techniques and genres open to poets enable them to produce works of art which

speak to us and push us to think. The course emphasizes close reading of the texts,

language as a whole;

of literary criticism;

Course Objectives
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate knowledge of poetry of various forms and periods;

2. Recognize and identify different formal rhythmic properties of poems and of

3. Analyze and evaluate the aesthetic impact of individual poems;

4. Recognize and identify poets of various commitments, styles, and periods;

5. Demonstrate understanding of and apply poetic vocabulary essential to the practice
6. Demonstrate understanding of individual poems and poets in their historical, social,
economic, cultural, and political contexts;

7. Produce and evaluate their creative and analytical writing.

Assessment
Task Grade Due Date
Quiz 10% On going
1%t Midterm exam 20% 7" week (if changed you will be notified)
2" Midterm exam 20% 13" week
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Final exam 50% 16"
Topic No. of Contact Hours
week
What is Poetry? 1 2hrs
Suggested poems: ‘The Eagle’ by
Alfred Tennyson
How to read a poem? 2nd 2hrs
Suggested Sonnet by Shakespeare:
‘Shall I compare Thee’
Denotation and Connotation 3rd 2hrs
Suggested poem: The Chimney
Sweeper
Imagery 4t 2hrs
Suggested poems: ‘Meeting at
Night’ by Robert Browning and
‘The Sick Rose’ by William Blake
Figurative Language 1 5t 2hrs
Suggested poem: ‘I wandered
Lonely’
Figurative Language 2 6t 2hrs
Suggested poem: ‘The Road Not
taken’ by Robert Frost
Mid-term Exam 1 7 2hs
Figurative Language 3 gt 2hrs
'A Red, Red Rose' by Robert Burns
Allusion ot 2hs
‘On his Blindness’ by Milton
Meaning & ldea 10t 2hrs
‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening’ by Robert Frost
Tone 11

‘Since there is no help’
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Ambiguity 12t 2hrs
‘To Celia’ by Ben Johnson
2" Mid-term exam 13" 2hrs
Pattern 14 2hrs
‘Death, be not proud’ by John
Donne
Final Exam
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