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Course Specification

	Institution: Shaqra University



	College/Department: College of Sciences and Humanities Shaqra/ Mathematics department


A Course Identification and General Information

	1.  Course title and code:Scientific English (Terminology & Report Writing)230ENG 

	2.  Credit hours: 2 (2 lectures per week).

	3.  Program(s) in which the course is offered. 

(If general elective available in many programs indicate this rather than list programs)

It is a compulsory single-semester especial course in Scientific English offered to students enrolled in Mathematics department. 

	4.  Name of faculty members responsible for the course:


	5.  Level/year at which this course is offered

 (Level 3) Course.

	6.  Pre-requisites for this course (if any)

None

	7.  Co-requisites for this course (if any)

None

	8.  Location if not on main campus

Main campus


B  Objectives  
	1. Summary of the main learning outcomes for students enrolled in the course.
(A) Terminology
· To help students with technical and scientific English.

· To comprehend the logical thinking underlying the major genres of scientific writing.

· To build up scientific vocabulary and scientific terminology.

· To help students interact using scientific terms in their field.

· To develop ability in scientific English through extensive practice in composing technical reports and other documents. 

(B)  Report Writing:

· To understand the purposes of a report.

· To plan a report.

· To understand the structure of a report.

· To collect information for a report.

· To organize information for a report.

· To use an appropriate style of writing a report.

· To present data effectively.

· To understand how to lay out information in an appropriate way.

	2.  Briefly describe any plans for developing and improving the courses being implemented.  (e.g. increased use of IT or web based reference material,  changes in content as a result of new research in the field)
    (a) Encourage students to use the teachers’ websites for reference material and useful exercises.

    (b) Exploring new teaching methodologies that vary according to the topics selected for instruction every year. 

    (c) Use of the textbooktosupport the students' skillsin scientific English.


C.Course Description (Note:  General description in the form to be used for the Bulletin or Handbook should be attached)

	1 Topics to be Covered 



	List of Topics
	No of

Weeks
	Contacthours

	Part One: Terminology
	
	

	Unit 1: physics
	4
	4

	Unit 2: Biology
	2
	4

	Unit 3: Mathematics
	4
	4

	Unit 4: Computer Science
	4
	4

	Part Two:Report Writing
	4
	4

	Unit 1: Writing reports and different types of reports.
	1
	2

	Unit 2: Stages in report writingand terms of reference.
	1
	2

	Unit 3: Planning your report and collecting information.


	1
	2

	Unit 4: Organizing information and structuring your report.
	1
	2

	Unit 5: Style of writing and layout.
	1
	2

	Unit 6: Presentation and redrafting, and checking.
	1
	2

	Unit 7: Checklist
	1
	2


	2 Course components (total contact hours per semester): 



	Lecture: 28 hours
	Tutorial:  
	Laboratory
	Practical/Field work/Internship
	Other:


	3. Additional private study/learning hours expected for students per week. (This should be an average:for the semester not a specific requirement in each week)


	4. Development of Learning Outcomes in Domains of Learning  

For each of the domains of learning shown below indicate:

· A brief summary of the knowledge or skill the course is intended to develop; 

· A description of the teaching strategies to be used in the course to develop that knowledge or  skill;

· The methods of student assessment to be used in the course to evaluate learning outcomes in the domain concerned.

	a.  Knowledge  

	(i)  Description of the knowledge to be acquired

(a) To differentiate among different types of reports.

(b) To expand knowledge of academic and scientific vocabulary. 
(c) To know how to write a scientific report correctly.
(d) To explore grammatical structures used in academic and scientific writing.

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop that knowledge

(a) Lectures

(b) Class discussions

(c) Collaborative learning / pair work / group

(d) Assignments

(e) Computer Presentations

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of knowledge acquired

1. Class Participation

2. Midterm Tests

3. Class Quizzes

4. Final written exam.

	b. Cognitive Skills

	(i)  Description of cognitive skills to be developed

(a) Ability to think critically and analytically.

(b) Ability to use language related to scientificEnglish.

(c) Ability to remember common and core vocabulary items as parts of a student's specialisation.

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these cognitive skills

(a) Lectures / linking students’ existing knowledge of the language with the contents of the course.

(b) Class discussions

(c) Individual meetings with the students to get feedback from them and to solve their problems arising out of the learning process.

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students cognitive skills 

(a) Class Participation

(b) Assignments

(c) Midterm Tests

(d) Final Exam

	c. Interpersonal Skills and Responsibility 

	(i)  Description of the interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility to be developed 

(a) Students can writereports in due time.

(b) Students can participate successfully in discussions in the classroom.

(c) Students can act responsibly and ethically in carrying out individual as well as group reports.

(d) Students can acquire the necessary skills to communicate, listen, read and explain their subject of specialisation properly.

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills and abilities

(a) Lectures in which students are made aware of the significance of time management in carrying out their reports and tasks.

(b) Discussions with students about their problems in writing and expressing their specialization using correct terms.
(c) Individual counselling.

(d) Group assignments.

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students interpersonal skills and capacity to carry responsibility

(a) Receive feedback from students.

(b) Class tests./ Instructor’s Assessments of students’ performance. 

(c) Final Exam
(d) Team work 

	d.   Communication, Information Technology and Numerical Skills 

	(i)  Description of the skills to be developed in this domain.

(a) Use of teachers’ website to download exercises and assignments.

(b) Instruct students to use internet.
(c) Contact  scientific dictionary.
(d)  Encourage students to write reports collectively . 

	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills

(a) Support students to make extensive use of the material on the web.

(b) Help  students to consult specialists in the computer lab for help on web-based material.

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students numerical and communication skills 

	e. Psychomotor Skills (if applicable)

	(i)  Description of the psychomotor skills to be developed and the level of performance required



	(ii)  Teaching strategies to be used to develop these skills

	(iii)  Methods of assessment of students psychomotor skills


	5. Schedule of Assessment Tasks for Students During the Semester

	Assessment 
	Assessment task (eg. essay, test, group project, examination etc.)
	Week due
	Proportion of Final Assessment

	1
	1ST Midterm Test
	Week 6
	20%

	2
	2nd Midterm Test
	Week 11
	20%

	3
	Class Participation
	
	10%

	4
	Final
	Week 16
	50%


D. Student Support

	1. Arrangements for availability of teaching staff for individual student consultations and academic advice. (include amount of time teaching staff are expected to be available each week)


E Learning Resources

	1. Required Text(s)

Learn English for Science ( A.R. Bolitho and P. L. Sandler) 

	2. Essential References:

	3- Recommended Books and Reference Material (Journals, Reports, etc) (Attach List)

NONE

	4-.Electronic Materials, Web Sites etc

	5- Other learning material such as computer-based programs/CD, professional standards/regulations


F. Facilities Required

	Indicate requirements for the course including size of classrooms and laboratories (ie number of seats in classrooms and laboratories, extent of computer access etc.)

	1.  Accommodation (Lecture rooms, laboratories, etc.)

 Classroom large enough to accommodate 50 students.

	2. Computing resources

Internet based fully equipped language lab.

	3. Other resources (specify --eg. If specific laboratory equipment is required, list requirements or attach list) 


G   Course Evaluation and Improvement Processes

	1. Strategies for Obtaining Student Feedback on Effectiveness of Teaching:

(a) Midterm evaluation feedback to increase instructor’s awareness of the weak and strong points of the class.

(b) End-of-term debriefing in class of students and teachers regarding what went well and what could have gone better.

	2. Other Strategies for Evaluation of Teaching by the Instructor or by the Department:
(a) Peer evaluation to assess ability of faculty members to work with their colleagues.

(b) Class observations by the Coordinator.

	3. Processes for Improvement of Teaching:

(a) Training Sessions.
(b) Workshops and seminars to facilitate the exchange of experiences amongst faculty members.

(c) Regular meetings where problems are discussed and solutions given.

(d) Encouragement of faculty members to attend professional development conferences.

(e) Discussion of challenges in the classroom with colleagues and coordinators.

(f) Keep up to date with pedagogical theory and practice.

(g) Set goals for achieving excellence in teaching at the beginning of each new semester after reviewing last semester’s teaching strategies and results.

	4. Processes for Verifying Standards of Student Achievement (eg. check marking by an independent faculty member of a sample of student work, periodic exchange and remarking of a sample of assignments with a faculty member in another institution):

(a) Check marking of a sample of examination papers by a faculty member.

(b) Students who believe they are under graded can have their papers rechecked by a second faculty member.

	5.  Describe the planning arrangements for periodically reviewing course effectiveness and planning for   improvement:.

(a) Constant comparison of syllabi and course description with other universities (including those on the net).

(b) Biannual meetings of faculty members to discuss improvement.

(c) Have a curriculum review committee to review the curriculum periodically and suggest improvements.


	

	ime

	To recognize the nature of scientists 'work.
To get acquainted with new vocabularies and derivations.
	*First session
How do scientists work?
Reading comprehension Word study, Word building,
*Second session
Ask and answer the comprehension questions.
 
	First Week

	To use the passive & the present tense in meaning sentences
	*First session  Present Tense Passive
*Second session Numbers & Measurements
	Second Week

	To use words in different sentences
To answer comprehension questions

To recognize the use of the present perfect

To do exercises

 
	*First session Unit 2Classification of Organism and Thing

Word study. Ward -building Reading        comprehension text         *Second sessionThe present perfect and passive
	Third Week

	To recognize and write down various mathematical symbols
To use passive in meaningful sentences

To read and analyze the effect of water on earth
	*First session Measurements, weights
The present passive
*Second session  The power of water
	Fourth Week

	To answer questions
To use simple present  in meaningful sentences
To use so that in meaningful sentences
To do exercises
 
	*First session Word Study, Information questions
*Second session The simple past tense. Connectives( so that )
	Fifth Week

	To use derived nouns in meaningful sentences
To answer comprehension questions intelligently
 
	*First session Water Power, Word Study
*Second session Information Questions , Word Building,
	Sixth Week

	To analyze the meaning of words
To use words in meaningful sentences
To do exercises
 
	*First session Measurement and Numbers
*Second session  Too Vital Elements, Word Study, Word Building
	Seventh Week

	To revise reading passages
To revise present tense and past tense passive
	*First session Revision and mid-term exam
*Second session
	Eighth Week

	To use prefixes and suffixes with adjectives and nouns
To recognize the sources of water pollutions
To do exercises
 
	*First session  Water pollution, word building word study
*Second session  Prefixes and suffixes  , measurement, fractions , decimals 
	Ninth Week

	To explain difficult numbers
To use present continuous in various sentences
To do different types of exercises
	*First session Present continuous 
*Second session Numbers and measurement
	Eleventh Week

	To know how make plurals of different words
To answer information questions
To analyze and use difficult words
To do exercises
 
	*First session The Jet propulsion
*Second session Word Study, plurals, word building
 
 
	Twelfth Week

	 
 
To recognize and analyze scientific words
To answer information questions
To fill the space with suitable words
To do exercises
 
	 
 
*First session Our neighbors in space , word study,
*Second session word building, questions and answers
	 
 
Thirteenth Week

	To use relative clauses in meaningful sentences
 To join the sentences with suitable relative clauses
To change sentences from active to passive
	*First session Connectives
*Second session  Present passive
	Fourteenth Week

	 
	Final Exam
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