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Evaluation of Protection Procedures of E-Accounting Systems for Saudi Small and

Medium Enterprises and Measuring its Effect on Internal Audit Effectiveness

Shaima Salah Al- Majed.

Lecturer at College of Business Administration , King Fisal University&

Dr.Hani Khaled Shity

Assistant Professor of Accounting - College of Business Administration ,King Faisal University

Abstract:

Information technology is one of the positive influences in the development of accounting information systems
especially in small and medium enterprises, which in turn affects accounting procedures such as the internal audit
ones. Despite the importance of the e-accounting information systems, they are associated with risks of use caused
by potential errors, whether from the surrounding environment or during the stages of such systems. This in turn
affects negatively the internal audit effectiveness at these enterprises. Therefore, the study aimed to evaluate the ef-
fectiveness of: the e-accounting information systems and protection procedures against risks of use; and the internal
audit to identify the effect of the e-accounting information systems and protection procedures against their risks on
the internal audit effectiveness.

Several approaches were used in this study, namely: the historical approach by referring to previous studies to for-
mulate the research problem, the deductive approach to formulate the hypotheses of the study, and the descriptive
analytical approach to analyze the data. A questionnaire was designed and distributed to a sample of (230) Saudi
small and medium enterprises that applied the e-accounting systems. Only (131) copies (i.e., 57%) were received as
valid. Then, the data were analyzed by using statistical techniques, within the SPSS program, such as: Frequencies,
Means, Standard Deviations, and Multiple Linear Regression Coefficient.

The study revealed that: there was a positive effect for e-accounting information systems on the internal audit ef-
fectiveness; and there was a positive effect for the protection measures against risks of e-accounting information
systems on the internal audit effectiveness.

Finally, several recommendations were introduced; most notably: small and medium enterprises should pay attention to
usinge-accountingsystems, and e-accounting systems protection programs shouldbe checkedand updated periodically.
Keywords: ProtectionProcedures, ElectronicAccounting SystemsRisks, Internal Audit, Smalland Medium Enterprises.
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