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Evaluating the Introductory Program Designed for Science Laboratory
Technicians at Qassim University in Light of the Technical and Administrative
Tasks Necessary to Work as Laboratory Technician in School Laboratories

Dr. Ibrahim bin Abdullah Suleiman Al-Baltan

Associate Professor of Science Teaching Methods and Curricula - College of Education - Qassim University

Abstract:

The study aimed to evaluating the introductory program designed for science laboratory
technicians at Qassim University in light of the technical and administrative tasks necessary
to be acquainted with to work in school laboratories. For the purpose of achieving this goal¢
the researcher made a list of the technical and administrative tasks which should be included
in the curriculum planned for science laboratories technicians as an introductory program. The
researcher used descriptive research methodology« adopting the two approaches of: content
analysis and descriptive survey. Study sample consisted of all (32)courses included in the
introductory program of science laboratories technicians at Qassim University¢ as they are
divided over four academic levels¢ in addition to all the students of Laboratory Technicians
Diploma Program¢« who completed program’s courses in the second semester of the year1442
AH. They were (32)students. The researcher used two study tools: the first was a content analysis
card describing program’s courses¢ under-study¢ based on topic¢ as the basis for analysis;
and the second was an objective test to measure the level of student/laboratory technician’s
familiarity with the technical and administrative tasks necessary to work in school laboratories.
The results of the study demonstrated that the topics related to the technical tasks were
covered in the introductory program of science laboratories technicians at Qassim University
to a medium degree« while the topics related to the administrative tasks were covered to a
low degree. Moreover: the results also illustrated that the level of Qassim University student/
laboratory technician familiarity with the technical and administrative tasks necessary to work
in school laboratories was low and that the efficiency level of the students was below the level
of proficiency necessary to work in school laboratories¢ which is specified at (60%).

Key Words: Evaluation¢ Introductory Program« Science Laboratory Technicians’ tasks«

School Laboratories.
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