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The Semiotics of Titling in Hassan Al-Zahrani’s Divan “Iltibas”
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Abstract:

This article aims to study the semiotics of titling in Hassan Al-Zahrani’s Poetry collection entitled
“Iltibas”; Title in modern poem is given great importance due to the fact that it is considered the key of
entering the text world, hence discovering its depths, and structural relations. Much is also understood
through the title, specifically the poem’s conspicuous and subtle semantic structures and dimensions. In
the semiotic approach, along with its modern tools, the poem’s title helps the reader grasp the intended
theme the poet wants to deliver and how much it reflects the text’s internal components. The semiotic
approach is the most appropriate method for revealing the symbolic connotations the text hides, thus
binding its inter-structural relations and making it multi-readings. This approach amalgamates the main
title and its deep and surface structures, revealing their relations to the internal subtitles. The study
concludes that there are symbolic connotations revealed by the titling discourse in the poetic discourse
in various contexts. it also concludes that the semantics of the subtitles also is closely connected to the
semantics of the main title, leaving a concrete impression of their consistency, and harmony. However,
the definite verbless sentence indicates steadiness, and the indefinite one the breadth and commonness
of most of the titles of the Divan. The title is found to be a source of temptation for the recipient, urging
him/her to interpret its connotations and revelations.

Keywords: Signifier, Signified, Semiotics, Poetry, Title, Sign.
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