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Written language tests: their types, methods, underlying principles, and criteria for

development.

Dr. Fahad Saud Alhussen

Assistant Professor of Language Testing at the Institute of Arabic Linguistics, King Saud University.

Abstract)

The aim of this research is to study written language tests in terms of their types, methods, and underlying
principles, while following modern standards for their development to achieve the desired goal of assessing the
language proficiency of learners in the field of language education and evaluation. Language tests are considered
important and essential tools for evaluating and measuring learners’ basic language skills, including productive
skills such as speaking and writing, as well as receptive skills such as reading and listening, among other sub-
skills. These tests are important for teachers as they help identify teaching shortcomings, especially related to their
teaching methods or other aspects of their performance in the classroom. They are also important for parents or
families as they enable parents to monitor their children’s academic progress.There are two main types of written
language tests) essay-based tests and objective tests, each of which further branches into several sub-types. The
descriptive-analytical method was used to describe and analyze written language tests of all types, with a focus
on the modern standards followed globally for their development. The research yielded several results, the most
important of which is that written language tests are considered the primary means used in language assessment
for both language learners and teachers, with different objectives in each case, across various language education
centers, institutes, and departments, whether teaching Arabic, English, French, or other languages, regardless of
their status as a first language or a second language for non-native speakers, as is the case with teaching Arabic as
a second language to non-Arabic speakers in institutes and universities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Keywords) language tests, essay-based tests, objective tests, standards, development.
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