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The Impact of the "Killer Gene" on Criminal Responsibility

Dr. Fahd bin Nayf bin Mohammed Alteraisi

Associate Professor of Criminal Law, Department of Law, College of Sharia and Law, Shaqra University

Abstract:

This study explores the impact of the so-called "killer gene" on criminal responsibility through the
lens of biological determinism, highlighting the key legal and judicial criteria for measuring the extent
of free will—a foundational element of accountability. The research aims to delve into how the killer
gene influences criminal responsibility, elucidate the concept of biological determinism, classify its
variations, and examine its implications for criminal accountability. Additionally, it seeks to pinpoint
the role and effect of the killer gene within the framework of biological determinism and its influence
on criminal responsibility. Initially adopting a descriptive methodology due to its exploratory nature,
the study also integrates historical, comparative, and analytical approaches as deemed necessary. It
addresses the concept of biological determinism, its judicial recognition, the fundamentals of criminal
responsibility, and how determinism impacts this responsibility. The findings reveal a philosophical
to legal shift in the discourse on determinism versus free will, noting an absence of consensus in legal
and judicial circles on the true nature of will and its influence on criminal accountability. The study
highlights the existence of both inhibitors and activators of the killer gene, noting their significant
impact on human will. It concludes that the killer gene, present in every cell, is inextricable from our
biological makeup.

Keywords: Killer Gene, MAO, MAO-A, Biological Determinism, Criminal Responsibility.
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