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Law, Shaqra University
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Abstract:

This research aims to study the textual coherence in Algama bin Abada Al-Fahl’s poem
“Love and Wine”. Unveiling textual coherence and its manifestations in texts is among the
foremost tasks that modern linguistics strives to accomplish, across multiple levels, including
grammatical, lexical, semantic, and pragmatic levels, to question the methodology and its
effectiveness, especially with a pre-Islamic poetic text. The research adopted the descriptive-
analytical method to achieve its objectives, as it is the most suitable approach for presenting
and controlling different concepts, then testing and analyzing them. Additionally, it utilized
referential tools of textual cohesion provided by text linguistics such as pronouns, relative
nouns, comparison, conjunction, ellipsis, repetition, and intertextuality, exploiting their role in
enhancing the text’s structural and semantic coherence. One of the most significant findings
was that pre-Islamic poetry, especially this poem, is distinguished by its high language,
coherent structure, and cohesion through various linguistic mechanisms and media, in addition
to its concise and dense language. Furthermore, the textual coherence in the studied poem
contributed to the poem’s consistency and harmony, making it interconnected both structurally
and meaningfully. The research also revealed that the referential devices in the text successfully
created harmony within the text and linked its parts through their role in providing textual
cohesion. Additionally, situational reference in the text, by taking the reader outside the text
and deepening the understanding beyond the poem’s structure to identify the referent through
the context or prior knowledge, played a significant role. Particularly, the use of third-person
pronouns was more effective in linking parts of the poem and enhancing its structural coherence.

Keywords: Textual coherence, Consistency, Harmony, Reference, Poetic text.
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