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Pragmatic Dimensions of Metaphor in the Poem '"Battle without a
Banner" by Ghazi Al-Qusaibi

Dr. Ibrahim Elagbash Elamen Abdeldafi
AssociateProfessorofRhetoricand Criticism DepartmentofArabiclanguag,collegeofEducation,Majmaah University

(Sent to the magazine on 5/3/2024, and accepted for publication on 12/4/2024)

Abstract:

This study aims to explore the pragmatic dimensions of metaphor within modern poetic discourse,
taking Ghazi Al-Qusaibi’s poem "Battle without a Banner" as a case study. Utilizing descriptive-analytical
and pragmatic methodologies, this research seeks to elucidate the pragmatic and argumentative values
of metaphor in poetic discourse, highlighting its impact on the audience and its role in persuading them
to acquiesce to the poet’s intent. The findings indicate that metaphor, particularly in its extended form,
predominates in the poem, significantly enhancing the argumentative power of the discourse. Metaphors
transcend the boundaries of reality, weaving aesthetic images through deviations from standard language,
infusing life into the inanimate, and transporting it from abstract qualities into the realm of imagination.
The study underscores that metaphor as a linguistic style necessitates the presence of the speaker, the
audience, and the context in the communication process. The researcher recommends further studies on
the pragmatic dimensions in Ghazi Al-Qusaibi’s poetry and the performative power of indirect actions
in his poetic discourse.

Keywords: Pragmatic dimensions, metaphor, argumentative value, context.
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