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Works excluded from protection in the Saudi copyright law

and protected by the rules of civil liability
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Abstract:

This research addresses the works excluded and exempted from protection, either wholly or partially.
It aims to identify these works that are not protected under the Saudi Copyright Law due to the lack
of substantive conditions. It also examines the extent to which such literary works, which do not
meet the required conditions, can be subject to civil liability. To achieve these objectives, the research
relies on the method of tracking and induction of international copyright agreements and the Saudi
copyright protection system, taking into account the descriptive and analytical approach.The research
concluded with several findings, including the exclusion of certain works from copyright protection
for reasons deemed beneficial, either wholly or partially. This exclusion may be due to deficiencies
in the protection conditions, or because they are declared ideas that do not fall under literature, arts,
and sciences. Moreover, the absence of ideas and methods in a tangible form does not mean that these
ideas are not subject to exploitation by others. Therefore, the researcher recommends that whenever an
infringement occurs and results in damage, compensation can be claimed if the elements of liability
are met in such infringement. The exclusion of such ideas and methods may lead to the suppression
of the idea, especially with the rapid technological development in smart applications and the ease of
information transfer through them. The inability of intellectual property laws to keep pace with this rapid
development, as they go through multiple stages, allows the aggrieved party to claim compensation for
the damage incurred according to the general rules of liability.
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