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Abstract:

This paper aims at exploring the phenomenon of amelioration and pejoration in the social expressions
that Nizar Qabbani has employed in his literary works, and the changes that these expressions have
witnessed in the social discourse, contrary to their lexical meaning. The semantic development is
considered a social necessity that accompanies human beings through eras. The two authors have made
these expressions the data for their study in the investigation and analysis; they have stood on their
ameliorative and pejorative features and have shown change that has taken place on them, whether
ameliorative and pejorative. And in order to achieve the goal of the study, the authors have relied on the
classical and modern dictionaries to find out the change that has taken place on the selected expressions,
and how they have gained the new semantic features. The study has adopted and employed the historical
approach in the analysis of the topic. The most prominent conclusion that the study has reached is that
the change has not occurred spontaneously, but has passed through many eras, due to social needs.
The study has drawn that the expressions should have a situational context to determine their exact
semantic feature. It should be stated here that the expressions, subject to amelioration and pejoration
have acquired this value through resemblance in transferring the meaning from one kind into another,
and the shift is different from spiritual form into material one and vice versa; and this change has shifted
the expression from ameliorative state into pejorative state and vice versa.

Key words: amelioration, pejoration, social context, Niza Qabbani, social relations.
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