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The Ruling on Hunting and Eating the Meat of Hyenas and Foxes:
A Comparative Jurisprudential Study with the Saudi Wildlife Protection System
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Abstract

The research problem emerges from the fact that the hyena and the fox are predatory animals and
have fangs, resembling other predators in this characteristic. Texts and statements from some scholars
have been mentioned stating that they are hunted and sacrificed. This raises several questions: Is it
necessary to have both the aggressive and predatory traits to prohibit eating them, and is the hostile
trait present in these animals? Is the hyena an animal that is suspected to be permissible to eat? Does it
mean that it is a hunted animal that it is permissible to eat it? Why did the Companions frequently ask
the Prophet, about eating hyenas, unlike other animals? The research employed descriptive, analytical,
and inductive methodologies. I gathered jurisprudential sources from their original references, analyzed
them, and conducted a jurisprudential study based on the four schools of thought. The study examined
the issue, clarified the point of dispute, presented the scholars’ opinions and reasons for disagreement,
analyzed the arguments, and identified the strongest opinion. Quranic verses were referenced by their
surah and verse numbers, and Prophetic traditions were traced back to their sources. If they were found
in Sahih al-Bukhari or Sahih Muslim, this sufficed. Otherwise, the study cited other sources from the
books of Sunnah, specifying the grading of the hadith from books of authentication. The study concluded
that hyenas and foxes are predatory animals with fangs, but hostility is not necessarily characteristic of
theirs. The default ruling on food is permissibility, as indicated by the verse:” They ask you what is
lawful for them] to eat .[Say» ,Lawful for you are] all [good foods "> .The strongest opinion among
scholars is that the hyena is a hunting animal, while the fox is not. It is permissible to eat hyena meat if it
poses no harm, but fox meat is impermissible. The expiation for killing a hyena while in a state of ihram
is a sheep. For killing a fox in ihram, according to those who consider it a hunting animal, the expiation
is either a sheep or a lamb.

Keywords: animal, hyena, fox, wild lion, fang.
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Arabic references:

abn ‘abi shaybata, eabd allh bin muhamad. (1409). alkitab yadumu fi al’ahadith waliathar.
tahqiqa: kamal yusuf alhut, alrayad: dar alrushdi.

aibn al’athir, almubarak bin muhamad. (2005). alshaafi fi sharh alshaafieay. tahqiga: ‘ahmad
bin sulayman wa’abu tamim yasir bin ‘iibrahim, alrayad: dar alrushdi.

aibn aljarudi, eabd allh bin eulay. (1988). almuntagaa min alsunan almusnadati. tahqiqu: eabd
allah eumar albarudi, bayrut: muasasat alkitaab althaqafii.

abnaldihan,muhamadbineulay.(2001).altagwimaltaqwimiufiqadayakhilafiatdhayieatwanabdh
dhahabiat nafieatin. tahqiqu: salih bin nasir bin salih alkhazimi. alrayad: dar alrushdi

aibn alsalahi, euthman bin eabd alrahman. (2011). sharh nuskhat alwasiti. tahqiqu: eabd
almuneim ‘ahmad bilal, alriyad: dar kunuz ‘iishbilya lilnashr waltawziei.

abn firan, muhamad bin alhusayni. (1985). almasayil alfighiat min kitab alriwayatayn
walwajhini. tahqiqu: eabd alkarim allaahimi, alrayad: dar almaearifi.

aibn almuhamili, ‘ahmad bin muhamad. (1416ha). alllbab fi alfigh alshaafieayi. tahqiqu: eabd
alkarim aleumri, almadinati: dar alsibyan.

abn almulaqgani, eumar bn eulay. (2008), ‘iilaa lisharh aljamie alsahihi. tahqiqu: dar alfilahat
aleilmiat liltarathi, surya: dar alnawadir.

abn bitalali, ealiin bin khalafa. (2003). sharah sahih albukharaa. tahqiqu: ‘abu tamim yasir bin
‘iibrahima, (ta2). alrayad: dar alrushdi.

abn hiban, muhamad bin hiban. (1988). al’ithsan fi taqribiin sahih abn hiban. tahqiqu: shueayb
al’arnawuwta, bayrut: dar alrisalati.

aibn hajara, ‘ahmad bin eulay. (1995). altalkhis alhabr fi takhrij ‘ahadith alraafieii alkabira.
tahqiqu: ‘abu easim hasan bin eabaas bin qutba, masra: muasasat qurtiba.

abn hajar, ‘ahmad bn eulay. (1998). altaalib altaalib bizawayid almasanidi. alwusula: rasayil
‘tilaa almaelumati. alsaeudiati: dar aleasimati.

abn hajar, ‘ahmad bn eulay. (1379). fath albari sharh sahih albukhari. tacliga: abn bazi. bayrut:
dar almaerifati.

abn hazma, ealiin bin ‘ahmadu. (da. t). almuhalaa bialathar, bayrut: alfikr.
abn khuzaymata, muhamad bn ‘iishaga. (2003). sahih abn khuzaymata. tahqiqu: muhamad
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al’aezami, (ta3). almaktab al’iislamii.

abn rushda, muhamad bin ‘ahmadu. (2004). bidayat almujtahid wanihayat almugqtasidi.
algahirat: alhadithi.

abn rushda, muhamad bin ‘ahmadu. (1988), albayan waltahsili. tahqiqu: muhamad haji, bayrut:
dar algharb al’iislamii.

aibn eabd albur, yusif'bin eabd allah. (1387). altamhid lima fi almuataa min almaeani wal’asanidi.
tahqiqu: bin mustafaa ‘ahmad aleali, muhamad eabd albakri, almaghribi: wizarat eumum
al’awqafwalshuwuwnal’iislamiati.

aibn earafata, muhamad bin muhamad. (2014). almukhtasar alfighi. tahqiq khayri: hafiz eabd
alrahman muhamad, muasasat khalf ‘ahmad alkhabtur litamwil almashariei.

abn faris, ‘ahmad bin faris. (1979). muejam maeayir allughati. tahqiqu: eabd alsalam muhamad
harun, dar alfikri.

abn qudamata, eabd alrahman bin muhamad. (1995). alsharh alkabir ealaa matn almugqanie.
tahqiqu: eabd allah alturki waeabd alfataah alhalu, masra: dar hijar.

abn qudamata, eabd allah bin ‘ahmadu. (1968). ayar. masra: maktabat algahirati.

abn majahi, muhamad bn yazida. (2009). sunan abn majah. tahqiqu: shueayb al’arnawuwt
wakhrun. dar alrisalat alealamiati.

abn maskawayhi, ‘ahmad bn muhamad. (2011). tahdhib al’akhlaq watathir al’aeraqi. tahqiqu:
eimad alhilali. baghdadu: manshurat aljumli.

abn mufliha, ‘iibrahim bn muhamadi. (1997). musamim fi sharh almuqganaei. bayruta: alkutub
aleilmiata.

abn muflaha, muhamad bn muflih. (2003). farue fi alfigah. tahqiqu: eabd allah alturki. alrisalatu.
ana abna, muhamad bin mukram. (1414). lisan alearbi. (tu3). bayrut: sadir.

aibn shash almaliki, eabd allah bin najma. (1423). eaqd aljawahir thuma fi dhahab ealam
almadinati. tahqiqu: humayd bin muhamad lihamra, bayrut: algharb al’iislamii.

abn nasr altuwsi, alhasan bn eulay. (1415). mustakhrij altuwsiu ealaa jamie altirmidhi. tahqiqu:
‘anis bin ‘ahmad bin tahir al’andunisi. almadinati: maktabat alghuraba’ al’athariati.

dawud dawud, sulayman bin al’asheatha. (2009). sunan altirmidhi. tahqiqu: shueayb al’arnawuzat
wamuhamadbili. daralrisalatalealamiati.

»abi yaelaa, ‘ahmad bin yaelaa. (1984). msanad ‘abi yaelaa. tahqiqa: husayn salim ‘asad,
dimashqa: dar almamun liltarathi.

al’azraqi, muhamad bin eabd allah. (da. t). ‘akhbar makata. tahqiqu: rushdi alsaalih. bayrut: dar
al’andilis.
al’asbihi, malik bn ‘ans. (1994). mudawanatun. dar alkutub aleilmiati.

al’asbihi, malik bin ‘ans. (1985). mudawanatun. taeliga: muhamad fuaad eabd almutabagqiy,
bayrut: dar alturath alearabii.

alamdi, eali bin ‘abi ealaa. (d. t). al’ahkam fi “usul aldalil. tahqiqu: eabd alrazaaq eafifi, bayrut:
almaktab al’iislamia.

al’amiralmani, muhamad bin ‘iismaeil. (da. t). sbul alsalami. dar alhadithi.
babirti, muhamad bin muhamadi. (da. t). aleinayat bisharh alhidayati. dar alfikri.

albukhari, muhamad bin ‘iismaeil. (1422). sahih albukhari. tahqiqu: muhamad zuhayr alnaasir.
dar tawq alnajati.

albughwi, alhusayn bin maseud. (1983). sharh alsanat. tahqiqu: shueayb al’arnawuwt
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wamuhamad zuhayr alshaawishi, bayrut: almaktab al’iislamii.
bihuti, mansur bin yunus. (da. t). kshaf alginae ean matn alganaei. dar alkutub aleilmiati.

albusiri, ‘ahmad bin ‘abi bakr. (1402). almisbah alzujajiu fi zawayid abn majah. tahqiqa:
muhamad aleamlawi. bayrut: dar alearabiati.

albayhaqi, ‘ahmad bin alhusayn. (1991). maerifat alsunan walathari. tahqiqu: eabd almueti
‘amin qileji. bialshiy: jamieat aldirasat al’iislamiati.

albayhaqi, ‘ahmad bin alhusayn. (2003). alsunan alkubraa. tahqiqu: muhamad eabd alqadir
eataa, (ta3). bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati.

altirmidhi, muhamad bin eisaa. (1975). sunan altirmidhi. tahqiqu: ‘ahmad muhamad shakir
wa’uwn. (ta2). masr: sharikat maktabat wamatbaeat mustafaa albabi alhalbi.

althaealibi, eabd almalik bin muhamad. (2002). figh allughat wasiru alearabiati. tahqiqu: eabd
alrazaaq almahdi. ‘iihya’ alturath alearabii.

aljahiza, eamru bn bihri. (1424hi). alhayawan. (tu2). bayrut: alkutub aleilmiatu.
aljundii, khalil bin ‘iishaqa. (2008). ‘iilaa sharh mukhtasar abn alhajibi. tahqiqu: ‘ahmad najib.

aljirjani, ‘abu ‘ahmad bin eadi, (1997). alkamil fi duef alrajal. tahqiqu: eadil ‘ahmad waeali
mueawad. bayrut. dar alkutub aleilmiati.

alhakimi, muhamad bin eabd allah. (1990). almustadrak ealaa alsahihayni. tahqiqu: mustafaa
eabd alqadir eataa, bayrut: dar alkutub aleilmiati.

alkhatabi, hamd bin muhamad. (1932). maealim alsunani. halab: almatbaeat aleilmiati.
luti, ‘iismaeil haqiy bin mustafaa. (da. t). ruh albayan. bayrut: alfikr.

aldaar gatnay, eali bin eumra. (2004). sunan aldaarigatni. tahqiqu: shueayb alarnawuwt wakhrun,
bayrut: alrisalatu.

aldaarimi, eabd allh bin eabd alrahman. (2015). mujmae allh aldaarimi. tahqiqu: marzuq alzahrani.

aldimiri, muhamad bin musaa. (1424). hayat alhayawan alkubraa. (ta2). bayrut: alkutub
aleilmiatu.

aldimiri, muhamad bin musaa. (2004). alnajm alwaha;j fi sharh alminhaji. jidat: dar alminhaji.

aldimiri, bihiram bin eabd allah. (2013). yakhtasir almukhtasar wahu alsharh alshaamil fi
mukhtasar khalil. tahqiqa: ‘ahmad najib wahafiz khayr,. markaz najibuyh lilmakhtutati.

alraafiei, eabd alkarim bin muhamad. (1997). sharh alwajiz alshahir bialsharh alkabiri. tahqiqu:
eali eawad waeadil eabd almawjudi. alkutub aleilmiatu.

sandi, ‘ahmad bin hamzata. (1984). nihayat almuhtaj ‘iilaa sharh alminhaji. (ta ‘akhiratun).
bayrut: dar alfikri.

alruwyani, eabd alwahid bn ‘iismaeili. (2009). bahr almadhhabi. tahqiqu: tariq fathi alsayidu,
alkutub aleilmiata.

alruwayei, fadil eabaas. (1440/10/24). lahm aldabe dar bial’iinsani. sahifat alrayad, al’ahdathi.

kashi, muhamad bin eabd allah. (1993). sharah zarkashi. alriyad: aleabikan.

kashi, muhamad bin eabdallah. (1985). almanthur fi altaclimat alfighiati. alkuayti: wizarat
al’awqafi.

alziylei, euthman bin eulay. (1313). tabyin alhaqayiq sharh kanz aldagayiqi. alqahirati:
almatbaeat alkubraa al’amiriati.

alziylei, eabd allh bin yusif. (1997). nasb alraayat li’ahadith alhidayti. tahqiqu: muhamad
eawaama. bayrut: alrayan.

alsafarini, muhamad bin ‘ahmadu. (2009). albuhur alzaakhirat fi eulum alakhira. tahqiqu: eabd
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aleaziz qah. aleasimati.
alsindi, muhamad bin eabd alhadi. (da. t). hashiat alsindii ealaa sunan abn majh. bayrut: dar aljil.

alharinfuri, khalil bin ‘ahmadu. (2006). badhalat almajhudat fi hali sunan ‘abi dawud. aetni bihi:
taqyid aldiyn alnadawii. alhindi: markaz alshaykh ‘abi alhasan alnadawii lilbuhuthi.

alshiybani, muhamad bin alhasani. (da. t). al’asliu almaeruf' bialmabsuta. t: ‘abu alwfa al’afghani.
kratshi: ‘iidaratalquranaleulum al’iislamiata.

alshiybani, ‘ahmad bin muhamadi. (1995). ‘ahmad allah bin hanbal. tahqiqu: shueayb
al’arnawuwt waeadil murshidi, wakhrun, alfajar: d eabd allah alturki. alrisalatu.

alshaafieayi, muhamad bin ‘iidris. (1951). allah taealaa alshaafieayi. bayrut: dar alkutub
aleilmiati.

alshaafieayi, muhamad bin ‘iidris. (1990). al’um. bayrut: almaerifatu.
aleani,muhamadbneulay.(1993).nilal’awtar.tahqiqu:eisamaldiynalsababiti.masra: daralhadithi.
alshiyrazi, ‘iibrahim bin eulay. (da. t). almuhadhab fi alfigh alshaafieii. dar alkutub aleilmiati.

alganbani, eabd alrazaaq bn humam. (1403). wahi. tahqiqu: habib alrahman al’aezami. (ta2).
alhindi: almajlis aleilmiu.

altuwfi, sulayman bin eabd alqawayi. (1987). sharh mukhtasar alrawdata. tahqiqu: eabd allh bin
eabd almuhsin alturki, alrisalatu.

aleabdari, muhamad bn yusuf. (1994). altaaj wal’iiklil limukhtasar khalila. dar alkutub aleilmiati.

almueanatu, eali bin ‘ahmadu. (1994). hashiat almueanaat ealaa ‘iinjaz altaalib alrabaani.
tahqiqu: yusif alshaykh muhamad altahaeia. bayrut: dar alfikri.

aleaskari, alhasan bin eabd allahi. (da. t). jamharat al’amthali. dar alfikri.

aleumrani, yahi bn ‘abi alkhayri. (2000). adhhab ‘iilaa almadhhab alshaafieayi. tahgiqga: qasim
muhamad alnuwri, jidat: alminhaji.

eayni, muhamad bin ‘ahmadu. (2000). albinayat sharh alhidayati. bayrut: alkutub aleilmiata.

alghazi, muhamad bin muhamad. (2011). hasan altanbih limawird fi altashabuhi. tahqiqu: lajnat
mutakhasisati. suria: dar alnawadir.

alfayruz badi, muhamad bin yaequba. (2005). algamus almuhiti. tahqiqu: maktab tahqiq
altarathu. (ta8). bayrut: alrisalatu.

algaduri, ‘ahmad bin muhamad. (2006). altajridi. tahqiqu: markaz aldirasat alfighiat aleilmiati.
(ta2). algahirati: alsalamu.

alqarafi, ‘ahmad bin ‘iidris. (1994). dhakhiratun. tahqiqu: muhamad hajiy wa’uwn. birut: dar
algharb al’iislamii.

alqarafi, ‘ahmad bin ‘iidris. (da. t). ‘anwar alruwq fi ‘anwa’ alfirqi. ealam alkutub.

abn algiami, muhamad bn ‘abi bakr. (1991). ‘iielam almugiein ean rabi alealamina. bayrut: 1991.

abn alqgiam aljawziatu, muhamad bin ‘abi bakr. (1978). shifa’ alealil fi qadaya alqada’ walqadr
walhukm waltaelimi. bayrut: almaerifati.

abn algiam aljawziatu, muhamad bin ‘abi bakr. (da. t). miftah dar alsaeadat wamanshur wilayat
aleilm wal’iiradati. makati: ealam alfawayidi.

alkasani, ‘abu bakr bn maseudin. (1986). badayie alsanayie fi tartib alsharayiea. (ta2). dar
alkutub aleilmiati.

almawardi, ealiu bin muhamad. (1999). alhawi alkabira. tahqiqu: eali mueawad, waeadil aleabd
almawjudi. dar alkutub aleilmiati.

almirdawi, eala’ aldiyn bin sulayman. (1995). al’iinsaf fi maerifat alraajih min alkhilafati.
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tahqiqu: eabd allah alturki w eabd alfataah muhamad alhalu. algahirat: dar hijr.

almarghyani, eali bin ‘abi bakr. (da. t). alhidayat fi sharh bidayat almubtadi. tahqiqu: talal yusif,
bayrut: alturath alearabiu.

almuzni, ‘iismaeil bn yahi. (1990). mukhtasir almuzni. bayrut: almaerifati.

al’iiqlimi, ‘ahmad bin muhamad. (da. t). majmae al’amthali. tahqiqu: muhamad mahyaa aldiyn
eabd alhamid. bayrut: almaerifati.

alnasayiyi, ‘ahmad bin shueaybi. (1986). alsunan alkubraa. tahqiqu: eabd alfataah ‘abu ghudata.
halab: maktab almatbueat al’iislamiati.

»iinsani, yahyaa bn sharaf aldiyn. (1991). rawdat altaalibatayn wamudat almuftini. tahqiqu:
zuhayr alshaawish. (ta3). bayrut: almaktab al’iislamia.

»iinsani, yahyaa bn sharaf aldiyni. (da. t). qira’at sharh almuhadhabi. dar alfikri.
alhashimi, zayd bin eabd allah. (1423). al’amthali. dimashqa: dar saed aldiyn.

alyusi, alhasan bn maseudin. (1981). zahrat al’akum fi al’amthal walhikmi. tahqiqu: muhamad
haji, muhamad al’akhdari, aldaar albayda’: althaqgafatu.

sabt abn aljuzi, yusif bin qaz ‘uwghuli. (2013). mrat alzaman fi tawarikh al’aeyan. dimashqa:
dar alrisalat alealamiati.

muslim , muslim bn alhajaju. (da. t). sahih muslma. tahqiqu: muhamad fuaadi. (du. ta). bayrut:
dar alturath alearabii.

wizarat albiyat almudhhilati, allaayihat altanfidhiat lisayd alkayinat alfitriat albariati. (1441)

alnamir, khalid, @], [alnimarka. (16 /7/2019). wayujad fi baed qabayil ‘afriqya ‘ana lahm aldabe
eilaj lilsukari, kulaa, duef aljinsa, yatrud al’arwah alshiriyrata, sahura]taghridati[. tuitir.
astarjie fi 24/5/2024, min twitter. com//https.
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