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Ibn al-Khashab’s Position on Qiyas (Analogy) in His Treatise ""Al-Murtajal" A
Descriptive Study
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Abstract:

This study explores Ibn al-Khashab’s stance on the use of analogy in his book Al-Murtajal, focusing
on the contexts in which he employed analogy and his approach when it conflicted with other forms
of evidence. The introduction provides a brief biography of Ibn al-Khashab and an overview of Al-
Murtajal, followed by a definition of analogy and its foundational elements. The first section examines
how Ibn al-Khashab utilized analogy in formulating grammatical rules. The second section addresses
his position when analogy conflicted with transmitted linguistic evidence (al-sama‘), and the third
outlines the instances he deemed analogy impermissible. The study adopts a descriptive and analytical
methodology to illustrate and assess Ibn al-Khashab’s approach to analogy, particularly in the context
of grammar as presented in Al-Murtajal. The findings indicate that Ibn al-Khashab extensively relied
on analogy in establishing grammatical principles and in supporting certain preferred linguistic views.
The research further reveals that his perspective was influenced by the Hanbali school of thought, as he
gave precedence to transmitted evidence over analogy and limited the use of analogy to common, well-
established cases, rejecting its application in rare or exceptional instances.

Keywords: Grammatical, Ibn al-Khashab, Al-Murtajal, Sentences, Qiyas (Analogy), sama’
(established usage)
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