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Digital Disruption of Copyright and Authors’ Rights
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Abstract:

Authorship and copyright are foundational to societal development and cultural progress. The digital
age has transformed how these rights are exercised, introducing both opportunities and challenges. This
study explores the extent of digital disruption affecting the traditional understanding and application
of authorship and copyright. It aims to highlight the impact of the digital environment on these rights
by analyzing legal texts and the practical implications of innovation and creativity in a data -saturated
era. Using an analytical method, the study examines inconsistencies and gaps in the Saudi Copyright
Law and its Implementing Regulations -particularly the distinction between the person performing
authorship and the legal author, as noted in Article (3/6). This distinction raises issues regarding the
exercise of rights such as withdrawal or modification of a work. The study also identifies differences in
the definition of “author” between the law and its regulations, and the absence of a legal definition for the
person engaging in authorship or digital -era terminologies. Additionally, the abundance of information
in the digital environment challenges the originality and novelty required for innovation, suggesting the
need for a revised concept of creativity in legal and intellectual contexts.

Keywords: Digital disruption, authorship, author, rights, institution.
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