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Abstract:

This study aimed to reveal the level of the need to acquire scientific knowledge among international
scholarship students at the Islamic University of Medina, in the light of: the type of scholarship,
the continent to which the student belongs, the type of college, and the student’s cumulative GPA.
The importance of the study lies in enriching the theoretical literature in educational psychology,
by highlighting the cognitive motives of students, the importance of the study lies in enriching the
theoretical literature in educational psychology by highlighting the cognitive motives of students, and
its results are a practical basis that can be used in the design of educational and guidance programs that
contribute to improving the level of academic motivation, and enable universities to deal with individual
differences between students more effectively. The study was based on the comparative descriptive
approach, using the need -to -know Scale, developed by Cacioppo et al. (Cacioppo et al., 1984) on a
stratified random sample consisting of (489) international students, scholarship students at the Islamic
University of Madinah. The results of the study showed that the respondents had an average level of
the need to acquire scientific knowledge. The results also revealed significant differences attributed
to the variable of the type of college, and came in favor of students of Applied colleges, in addition to
differences attributed to the GPA, as students with higher rates were more in need of acquiring scientific
knowledge. The results showed no statistically significant differences attributable to the type of
scholarship or the continent to which the student belongs, nor did the interaction between these variables
have a statistically significant effect. Based on these results, the study recommends the development
of specialized educational programs aimed at developing the need for knowledge among students with
low academic performance, especially in theoretical faculties, to enhance their cognitive motivation and
improve their academic level.

Keywords: Scientific knowledge, scholarship students.
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