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Water Architecture in al-Andalus: Urban Features and Civilizational
Significance
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Abstract:

This research deals with the study of water architecture in Andalusia as one of the most famous
civilizational evidence that reflected the Muslims’ care for water as a basic element in urbanism
and social life. The study showed that the Andalusians have reached a distinguished position in the
investment of their water resources such as rivers, springs and wells, and that they have established a
tight network of canals, waterways and archways, which facilitated the movement of water to both cities
and countryside. The impact of this architecture was also evident in public life, as it helped to maintain
public health and facilitate agriculture and industry, as well as its role in consolidating the values of
purity and cleanliness urged by religion, in addition to its civilizational status, which gave the cities of
Andalusia a distinctive character and a unique architectural identity.

Keywords:Andalusia, Water Architecture, Water Networks, Hammams, Cities.
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