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Abstract:

This study examines the destruction of idols during the Prophetic era as a pivotal turning point
contributed to reshaping the religious, social, and political landscape of the Arabian Peninsula. It
aims to analyze the role of idols in pre-Islamic society, particularly in reinforcing the tribal system
and legitimizing traditional leadership. The study further explores the strategic approach adopted by
Prophet Muhammad in eliminating these pagan symbols and investigates its impact on dismantling tribal
leadership structures and redirecting loyalties from idol worship to Islamic belief. Methodologically, the
study adopts a historical-analytical approach to trace religious practices related to idol worship, and
employs a critical approach to examine the Prophet’s - strategy in dismantling pagan symbols, in light of
the prevailing social and tribal context. The findings demonstrate that idols served not only as religious
icons but also as instruments of socio-economic authority. Their destruction marked a calculated effort
to dismantle tribal power rooted in pagan traditions. Furthermore, the deliberate selection of timing,
geographic targets, and military leaders in the idol-breaking campaigns reflects a sophisticated political
strategy aimed at reconfiguring the ideological and social order of the region.
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