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The rite of passage in Saudi folklore: The story of '""Buying Advice'as a model

Dr. Manal bint Salem Al-Qathami
Assistant Professor of Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts,
Al-Jouf University

Abstract

This study seeks to examine a Saudi folktale titled "Buying Advice"through the lens of the "rites
of passage"framework developed by French folklorist Arnold Van Gennep. His model outlines three
distinct stages: separation, transition (or liminality), and return/integration. Following the introduction,
the study is organized into two main parts. The first presents the foundational concepts of the research
-namely, the rite of passage, the nature of folktales, and a summary of the selected tale. The second
part provides an analytical reading of the folktale, highlighting the manifestations of the rite of passage
within it and exploring its symbolic and cultural dimensions. The study concludes that applying this
conceptual framework to folktales reveals deep insights into the symbolic representations of human
and cultural transformation, and how these stories reflect a society’s values, cultural norms, and beliefs
related to life, death, growth, and social change.

Keywords: rite of passage, folk tale, separation, transition, connection, Abdo Khal.
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