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· Course Description
       This course explores the basic concepts and steps in the scientific research process. The research approaches and their implication to nursing are discussed. Methods of data collection, sampling and how to choose them are also addressed the course also provides nursing students with competencies necessary to read, evaluate, and interpret findings of nursing research studies .
· Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, the students should be able to:

· Understand the nature and scope of research in nursing practice;
· Understand and be able to implement the methods used in answering questions that arise out of nursing practice;

· Critically appraise the nursing literature;
· Develop an enthusiasm for doing your own research; and
· Gain some practical experience in doing research projects.
· Main Teaching Methods

1. Lecture.
2. Class discussion

3. Assigned readings.
· Main Teaching Aids
1. Data show,

2. Overhead projector,

3. Internet resources
4. Class Exercises 
· Evaluation
1.  Participation + Attendance + Quizzes                    10  MARKS
2.  Assignment/Homework

  
                 10  MARKS
3.  MIDTERM EXAM 1
15 MARKS

4.  MIDTERM EXAM 2
15 MARKS

5. Final Exam                                                                 50 MARKS
………………………………..

Total 






   100 MARKS
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· Curriculum Contents:

	Parts
	Contents
	Weeks 

	Part I
	Introduction to Nursing Research.
1. Definition.
2. Historical background.

3. Importance of Nursing Research.

4. Role of Nurses in research.

5. Phases of Nursing Research.
	Week 1

	Part II
	THE RESEARCH PROCESS
1. Identifying nursing research problems.

2. Review of related literature.

3. Fieldwork.

4. Designing Framework.

5. Formulating hypothesis.
	Week 2  

Week 3
 Week 4

	
	
	

	
	APA Citation Methods
	Week 5

	Part III
	DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY
1. Quantitative and Qualitative designs.
2. Developing Protocols.

3. Identifying Population.

4. Method Specification.

5. Ethical Measures.

6. Research Plan Finalization.
	Week 5

Week 7 Week 8


	
	FIRST MIDTERM EXAM (6th Week)
	

	Part IV
	The Empirical Phase
	

	
	1. Methods of collecting data.
2. Data Management.
	Week 9

	
	
	

	Part V
	The Analytical Phase
1. Methods of Analysis.

2. Statistical Treatment.

3. Interpreting Results.

a. Findings

b. Conclusions

c. Recommendations


	Week 10


	
	Understanding Populations & Samples
	Week 11

	Part VI
	The Dissemination Phase
1. Communicating Findings

2. Utilizing Findings.
SECOND MIDTERM EXAM (12th week)
	Week12

	
	Research Ethics
	Week 13

	Part VII
	Writing the Proposal and Defense
	Week 14

	
	Course Review
Final Exam
	Week 15
Week 16
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