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A Comparative Study Between Juvenile delinquents and
Non-delinquents In Cognitive Style (Reflection / Impulsive)
and self-concept

Mohammed Mazyad Mohammed Al-Otaibi

Master's in Criminal Psychology
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the differences between juvenile delinquents and non-
delinquents in cognitive style (reflection / impulsive) and self-concept. The study sample consisted
of (120) juvenile, (60) of them were delinquents from social observation house in Jeddah and (60)
were non-delinquents from Jeddah secondary school and Omar bin Omia preparatory school in
Jeddah. The researcher used a comparative descriptive approach for comparison between juvenile
delinquents and non-delinquents in cognitive style (reflection/ impulsive) and self-concept. The
researcher used Matching Familiar Figures Test (MFFT) 20 to measure cognitive style (reflection/
impulsive) prepared by Hamdi Faramawi (1985). The study also used the scale of William Fitts to
measure self-concept which was translated by Safwat Faraj and Sohar Kamel (1985). The
researcher prepared and used questionnaire to collect data. To analyze the results, the researcher
used T-test for significant differences between the averages, and Pearson's correlation coefficient.
The study found that there were significant differences between the delinquents and non-
delinquents at the mean time of latency of response in the side of the non-delinquents. Also, there
were significant differences between juvenile delinquents and non-delinquents in the mean number
of errors in the side of delinquents. In addition, there were significant differences in the mean of
the total degree of self-concept and physical self-concept for non-delinquents. However, there
were no statistically significant differences concerning moral self-concept. The study concluded
with several recommendations and suggestions for future studies.

Keywords: juvenile; delinquency; juvenile delinquent; cognitive style (reflection/impulsive); self-
concept
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