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Abstract  

The research aimed to reveal the level of branching thinking skills of first-year students, the 

degree to which they possessed the cognitive components of independent learning in jurisprudence, 

and to determine the nature of the relationship between these aspects. To achieve these goals, the 

researcher used a descriptive and correlative approach, and employed the following tools: a 

branching thinking skills test and an independent learning scale based on cognitive components, and 
aimed to verify their validity and consistency. The study was carried out with a random sample of 

100 first-year students in Dhahran City. The study found that the students' level of branching 

thinking skills associated with the o jurisprudence curriculum as a whole had a median score 

(average = 24.14, and standard deviation = 4.85). They also possessed the necessary cognitive 

components of independent learning as a whole, with a median score (average = 1.68, and standard 

deviation = 0.02). All the correlations between the branching thinking skills and the cognitive 

components of independent learning as a whole were statistically positively correlated at the level of 

0.01. The study made a number of recommendations, including informing the authors of the 

jurisprudence curricula in the intermediate stage about the need to design educational experiences 

and teaching activities that develop students’ branching thinking skills and enhance the cognitive 

components of independent learning. 

Keywords: branching thinking skills, cognitive components of independent learning, jurisprudence 
curricula, intermediate school students. 
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