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Abstract:

This research aimed to shed light on the symbolic meanings and semiotic signs of perfume contained
in the poetic selections in the book "Al-Badi* fTi Wasf al-Rabi‘ " by Abu Al-Walid Al-Himyari, containing
many meanings that require exploration and interrogating the hidden signals it contains. It utilizes
a semiotic approach that interrogates the signs and symbols in literary and poetic texts. Perfume is
distinctly evident in the poems of the book "Al-Badi‘ {1 Wasf al-Rab1‘ " in particular, and Andalusia in
general, in addition to the presence of the leading symbolic connotations and semiotic signs of perfumes
in the poems contained in the book. The perfume discourse is associated with human senses, including
the sense of smell, which was an important reason — in most cases — that drove many poets to include
perfumes in their work. Moreover, poets’ knowledge of the characteristics of various perfumes and
fragrances, details of the scent, and linking it to their poems allowed them to include such perfume-
related descriptions in their poetry. In conclusion, the research highlighted the significant impact of
perfumes on the creativity of Andalusian poets, as evident in the poems contained in the book "Al-
Badt‘ {1 Wasf al-Rabi‘ ". The poems contained in this book included many references to various types
of perfumes creating a variation in the symbolic connotations and the semiotic signs of perfume in
Andalusian poems such as: Comfort, tranquillity, woman, love, rapture, and more. Additionally, the
presence of perfumes contributed to the aesthetics of poetic discourse through the number of deviations
from the norm and the shift of the poetic image.

Keywords: discourse, perfumes, the wonderful description of spring, semiotics
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