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Academic Freedom in Saudi Universities from the Point
of View of Academic Leaderships

Talal bin Abdullah Al-Sharif

Dean of the Faculty of Education in Afif
Shaqra University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The study aims to identify the degree of academic freedom practices in Saudi universities
and ways to protect them from the point of view of academic leaderships. To achieve the
objectives of the study, a descriptive survey method is used. The number of the sample is (304).
The academic leaderships represents (65%) of the size of the study population. The questionnaire
is designed to know the degree of academic freedom practices and ways of protecting them in
Saudi universities from the point of view of academic leaderships. The study finds out that the
degree of academic freedom practices in Saudi universities from the point of view of academic
leaderships comes with a "medium" degree, with a general arithmetic average (2.88) and a relative
weight (57.6%). There is an agreement on the ways of protecting academic freedom practices in
Saudi universities from the point of view of academic leaderships with a "very high" grade, with
an overall arithmetic average (4.27) and a relative weight (85.4%). The study recommends the
necessity of activating ways to protect the practices of academic freedom in Saudi universities in
all dimensions (legal - cognitive - administrative and financial — awareness raising).

Keywords: Academic Freedom, Academic Leaderships.
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