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The Establishment of a Co- owners Association between
Obligation and Civil Liability

Ali Ibrahim Abdullah Aldehimi

Assistant Professor of Civil Law - Law Department
Faculty of Science and Humanities in Huraymla - Shaqra University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The establishment of a co-owners association is one of the obligations imposed on the
owners of any joint property divided into more than ten units and has more than five owners. In
fact, the establishment of owners associations was meant to achieve the quality of the property
management, to maintain its construction and to ensure its proper usage. In spite of the important
role of the co-owners associations, the establishment of these associations by owners to carry out
their role is very limited. That is why the Ministry of Housing exerts significant efforts to raise
awareness regarding the establishment of these associations, despite the recent change of the name
of this kind of groupings from * associations “ to “ unions “ by the Ministry. Accordingly,
studying these associations, disagreement about their naming, the effectiveness of the legal rules
governing their practices, and the owners’ civil liability for breaching of their obligation are
needed. The paper is a comparative study of Saudi law and some Arab laws concerning the
organization of owners associations, based on the reality which attaches considerable importance
to this type of housing.

113 113 113

Keywords: co-owners association, owners association.
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Ananat Ibn Manzour and Centrality of Ibn Jenni
in the Structure of the Arabic Pronunciation
"Statistics and Analysis"

Ali Najjar Mohammad Hassan

Associate Professor of Syntax and Morpholgy - Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Arts and Humanities - Jazan University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This paper discusses an element of the centrality of Ibn Jinni in the Arabic language lesson,
especially in the structure of the Arabic language, with reference to the most famous lexicon Ibn
Manzour, the author of the “Arabic Tongue “. He has returned to many of his predecessors, but
those who read “The Tongue” find a phenomenon that its context reveals a repetitive talk about
Ibn Jinni. Ibn Manzour mentions the word, and then redefines it with a new structure.

In this context, I see the centrality of Ibn Jinni's phenomenon, which is unique to the
addition of new structures to the Arabic language. These structures open the door wide to poets
and writers to choose the appropriate places for their literary writings of all kinds. The research
under the title: Ananat Ibn Manzour and Centrality of Ibn al-Jinni in the structure of the Arabic
pronunciation "Statistics and Analysis", plans to include five topics starting with the introduction
and ends with the conclusion and the sources and references.

Keywords: Ibn Jinni, Ibn Manzour, ananat, structure, centrality.
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The Effectiveness of Teaching Science Using the (5Es)
and (7Es) Learning Cycles in the Development of the Skills
of the Science Processes and Some Habits of Mind among

the First-grade Intermediate Students

Abdulrahman Youssef Shaheen

Associate Professor of Curriculum and Teaching Methods
Islamic University of Madinah
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The research aims at exploring the effectiveness of teaching science using the (5Es) and
(7Es) Learning Cycles in the development of the skills of the science processes and some habits of
mind among the first-grade intermediate students. To achieve this aim, the researcher uses the
quasi experimental method. The research sample consists of 102 students, where the first
experimental group consists of (34), the second (36) and the control (32). Two tools are
constructed: the skills of the science processes’ test and the measure of habits of mind. The results
of the research indicate the presence of significant variation at the level of (0.01) between the
mean scores of the pre and post measurements of the first experimental group, which studied the
strategy of the five- learning cycle and the second experimental group of the seven-cycle learning
strategy of the skills of the science processes in favor of post measurement .There is also a
significant variation at the level of (0.05) between the mean scores of the pre and post
measurements of the first experimental group in some habits of mind in favor of post
measurement. These variations are not present in the second experimental group for some habits of
mind. There were also statistically significant variations between the three groups of the research
in the skills of the science processes and some habits of mind after the implementation of the
teaching strategies for the two experimental groups.

Keywords: 5E’s Learning Cycle, 7E’s Learning Cycle, Science Processes, Habits of Mind.
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Teaching Problems Facing Teachers of Students with Mild
Mental Disability in Classes of Intellectual Education
Attached to Regular Schools

Ali Fahad Aldakhil

Assistant Professor - Department of Special Education
College of Education - Majmaah University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The present study aims to identify the teaching problems facing teachers of students with
mild- intellectual disabilities in classes of intellectual education attached to regular schools, from
the viewpoint of the teachers themselves. The sample consists of (62) teachers of students with
mild- intellectual disabilities in Riyadh. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher
develops a questionnaire (teaching problems), consisting of (48) points, distributed over (5)
dimensions, namely; problems related to the formulation of educational objectives, problems
related to the curricula of students with intellectual disabilities, problems related to educational
supportive- methods and teaching techniques, problems related to evaluation process, and
problems related to parents' concern. The overall result shows a high level of teaching problems
faced by teachers of students with mild intellectual disabilities in the intellectual education classes
attached to the regular schools; and statistically significant variations at the level of teaching
problems. The problems related to the evaluation process ranked first with a mean of (35.66) .The
problems related to educational supportive- methods and teaching techniques ranked second with a
mean of (32.43). The problems related to the curriculum came third with a mean of (32.08), then
the problems related to parents' concern of the education of their children in the penultimate
position with a mean (25.13), Finally, problems related to the formulation of the objectives come
with a mean of (25.12). In the light of the results, the study recommends the development of
training courses and workshops to prepare teachers of students with mild- intellectual disabilities
to learn about and use methods and strategies of modern teaching.

Keywords: Teaching problems, mild-mental disability, intellectual education classes.
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The Effectiveness of the Knowledge-based Strategy in
the Development of Some Reading Comprehension Skills
among the Fourth - grade Pupils in the Arabic Language
in Mahayel Asir Governorate

Abdulrahman Ibrahim Ali Asiri

Teacher - General Directorate of Education in Asir Province
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the use of the proposed strategy based on the
knowledge of Arabic language to develop the skills of academic comprehension among fourth -
grade students in Mahayel Asir Governorate. The study sample consists of (50) fourth - grade
students at the Department of Education, The results of the study show that there are statistically
significant variations between the mean scores of the students of the experimental group and the
control group at the level of (0.01) in the post-test application of the reading comprehension test
with its three levels; the literal, the deductive and the critical in favor of the students of the
experimental group.

Keywords: Reading comprehension, the knowledge-based strategy.
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Administrative Succession Planning for Academic
Leadership at both Shaqra and Al Qasim Universities
in the Light of Rothwell Model

Hassan Abdulaziz Aldawood
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Shaqra University
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Abstract

This study aims at exploring the reality of planning the administrative succession for
academic leadership at both Shaqra and Al Qasim Universities in the light of Rothwell Model and
from the perspective of the colleges' deans, along with the qualifications required for the heads of
the academic departments. This research paper employs the descriptive method and the
questionnaire as a tool. 21 deans at Shaqra University and 38 deans at Al Qasim University
participate in the study. The results show that the commitment of the personnel responsible for
preparing leading cadres in terms of succession planning and management system is weak.
Adopting programs for the promotion of personnel's leadership and development of administrative
skills is considered a pre-requisite for a successful administrative succession , as well as for
defining the jobs that require leadership personnel. Developing specific evaluation criteria for
individuals according to jobs’ specifications in addition to linking training and preparation of
leaders to a skill-growth record is important. A dynamic re-evaluation of administrative succession
planning is essential.

The study recommends that the application and adoption of a program for administrative
succession planning at the university is pivotal. It is also necessary to devise programs for
developing and enhancing the skills of the employees , pinpoint the training that jobs need and
defining the future jobs that require pre-qualification of leading cadres.

Keywords: Leaders' Succession, Succession Planning, Administrative Succession.
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Academic Freedom in Saudi Universities from the Point
of View of Academic Leaderships

Talal bin Abdullah Al-Sharif

Dean of the Faculty of Education in Afif
Shaqra University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The study aims to identify the degree of academic freedom practices in Saudi universities
and ways to protect them from the point of view of academic leaderships. To achieve the
objectives of the study, a descriptive survey method is used. The number of the sample is (304).
The academic leaderships represents (65%) of the size of the study population. The questionnaire
is designed to know the degree of academic freedom practices and ways of protecting them in
Saudi universities from the point of view of academic leaderships. The study finds out that the
degree of academic freedom practices in Saudi universities from the point of view of academic
leaderships comes with a "medium" degree, with a general arithmetic average (2.88) and a relative
weight (57.6%). There is an agreement on the ways of protecting academic freedom practices in
Saudi universities from the point of view of academic leaderships with a "very high" grade, with
an overall arithmetic average (4.27) and a relative weight (85.4%). The study recommends the
necessity of activating ways to protect the practices of academic freedom in Saudi universities in
all dimensions (legal - cognitive - administrative and financial — awareness raising).

Keywords: Academic Freedom, Academic Leaderships.
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The Impact of School Environment on Patterns of
Thinking (Positive-Negative) among Secondary School
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Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The study addresses the topic of the impact of school environment on the formation of
thinking patterns (positive/negative) among the male and female secondary school students in Afif
Governorate. The study examines the social and emotional elements of the school environment as
important factors that influence the teaching and learning process in general. The study tries to
answer the following question: What is the impact of the school environment on the formation of
the thinking patterns (positive/negative) among the male and female secondary school students in
Afif?. The population of the study is 792 male and female students in the governmental secondary
schools in Afif Governorate in the academic year 1439-1440 H. The researcher uses the social
survey method. He adopts two scales:; the first is the school environment scale designed by Alsafi
(2011) because it is suitable for the Saudi environment. The second is the positive and negative
thinking pattern scale designed by the researcher.

The study finds that the open school environment is dominant among the population of the
study with 71% ratio in contrast to the closed environment that reaches 29%. The most important
recommendation of the study is that the open school environment should be enhanced because it is
an acquired concept that contributes to the positive thinking pattern among the students.

Keywords: school environment, positive thinking, negative thinking.
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The Impact of Teaching Using the Technology of
"Infographic” in the Achievement for the Students of
the Third Intermediate Grade in Science
in Shaqgra Governorate

Abdulrahman Abdulaziz Alsadhan

Associate professor - The Department of Instructional Technology
Faculty of Science and Humanities - Huraimla
Shaqra University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The research aimed at identifying the impact of using the infographic technology in
teaching science on achievement among third intermediate grade students in Shakra governorate.
The researcher followed the quasi-experimental approach. The research sample consisted of (50)
of the third intermediate grade students in Al-Wagqf, Middle School, and was divided into two
groups: experimental group (25) students and control group (25) students. The researcher has
prepared the educational material and research tool, which consisted of educational material
prepared using the technology of infographic: knowledge, comprehension, application, analysis,
synthesis, and evaluation. The researcher confirmed the validity of these tools and the stability of
the appropriate statistical methods, and the results of the research resulted in a significant positive
impact of teaching the science course using the technology of infographic in the development of
student achievement of members of the research sample.

Keywords: Infographic technology, science, achievement.
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Then, he began his history of the Pentagon. It insisted on becoming a history of himself over four
days. He labored in the aesthetic of the problem for weeks, discovering that his dimensions as a character
were simple: blessed had been the novelist for his protagonist was a simple of a hero and a marvel of a
fool, with more than average gifts of ojbecitivity (215-216).

These attempts of both Capote and Mailer, however, do not take them to the extent they hope, as the two texts
remain in the realm of journalism rather than in that of fiction. Their efforts to subject reality to fictional representation
are overwhelmed by the flood of reported accounts on the Clutters’ case and the Pentagon march. The emphasis that
becomes clear throughout both /n Cold Blood and The Armies of the Night is that journalism remains the triumphant
domain. Both works maintain that nonfiction novel adheres to the criteria of journalism more than to those of fiction.
The study, accordingly, concludes that the most outstanding fashionable contribution of this genre is to make the
novelist look like the reporter.
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O Lord, forgive our people for they do not know, O Lord, find a little forgiveness for America in
the puny reaches of our small suffering, O Lord, let these hours count on the scale as some small penance
for the sins of the nation, let this great nation crying in the flame of its own gangrene be absolved for one
tithe of its great sins by the penance of these minutes, O Lord, bring more suffering upon me that the sins
of our soldiers in Vietnam be most utterly unforgiven — they are too young to be damned forever (287).

In view of the outstanding vacillation between fiction and journalism and the unprecedented drift towards
documentation, discussed above, most critics defend the balance between fact and ficion, or reality and imagination in
Capote’s In Cold Blood and Mailer’s The Armies of the Night is questionnable.It is the coinage “nonfiction novel”
invented by Truman Capote which mostly stands behind this attitude. The term implies a blend between the factual
boundaries of nonficiton and the fictional horizons of novel. Affected by this coinage, some critics take this blend as the
most outstandiong feature of the genre.

It is evident , however , that Capote and Mailer realize that diversion into journalism cannot be a final triumph in
itself. They prefer to make their narratives vacillate between the two extremes of fact and fiction . In an interview held
in 1966, Capote assures that no other writer before him had thoroughly blended journalism and ficiton and adds: “The
motivating factor in my choice of material, that is, choosing to write a true account of an actual murder cse — was
altogehter literary” (Hollowell, 1977, 64). Mailer, similarly, asserts in Advertisements for Myself that “there is finally no
way one can try to apprehend complex reality without fiction” (1966, 199). Also, when Robert Lowell tells Mailer in
The Armies of the Night: “Norman, I really think you are the best journalist in America”, he, furiously, answers: “There
are days when I think of my self as being the best writer in America” (22)

In both In Cold Blood and The Armies of the Night, Capote and Mailer, also, reflect this realization, where they
strive to maintain that their practice of nonfiction novel does not mean that they abandon fiction or believe in its demise.
They, therefore, seek to make their works distinguished form the nonfiction novel written by professional journalists
like Tom Wolfe and John Didion, and to put their reportages in what Mailer describes in The Armies of the Night as “the
costume of the novel”. (215).

In In Cold Blood, Capote endeavors to give an impression that what he presents is a perception of reality, and
that what happens is different from the representation of its happening. To create such impression, he focuses on two
elements. The first is the continuous shift of reporting form scenes of the Clutters’ life to those of the murderers, Smith
and Hickock, in part one of the book. The Clutters go on their routine life activities, unconscious of the tragic fate that
awaits them, and the kiillers drive their black car on the highways in their way to the village. The reader realizes that
these two parallel lines of events will meet at one point. This contrast between the two contexts creates a sense of
suspense and tragedy, and aims to put the whole story of the murder in a larger arena than that of actual reality.

The second element is the sense of fictional mystery that Capote attempts to create around the character of Perry
Smith in part two of the book. At many sites of the book, Capote abandons the objectivity of the third — narrative
technique followed throughout the story, and presents him through multiple points of view. This makes William Nance
believe tht Capote uses a large cast of characters that would allow him to tell the story from a variety of view points”
(1970, 161). Thus, the reader sees him through the eyes of the detective Alvin Dewey, his army friend Donald Cullivan,
the psychiatrist Dr. Joy, the undersheriff’s wife Mrs. Meier and many others. Sometimes, Capote even shows sympathy
towards him. This is evident when Mrs. Meier says that “he wasn’t the worst youngman I ever saw” (253), and when
the narrator writes that he is “having the aura of an exiled animal, a creature walking wounded” (407) . Behind these
attempted mystery and sympathy, Capote hopes to violated the sense of objective reporting, and to reflect that his work
is still in the realm of ficiton.

In The Armies of the Night, Mailer also attempts to create a sense of fictionality that can save the text from the
prevailing atmosphere of bleak reality and journalism. To do this, he sometimes resorts to the techniques of flashback
and past recollections in dealing with many of the characters involved in the march, and in reporting on the American
society of the sixties. Yet, his main effort to effect this end lies in his treatment of the character of Mailer. Through
making Mailer of the march free from the narrator, he hopes to blue the limits between what is objective and what is
subjective, and to evoke an imaginative composition of reality. Chandarlapaty Raj , in this sense , believes that Mailer
uses magic realism to Share his collective vision with other anxious writers attending the march. ( 2016 ,28 ). He strives
to give the character of Mailer an air of grandeur, and to make him approach the status of a protagonist . This is
apparent when the narrator says: “Mailer had never had a particular age — he carried different ages within him like
different models of his expeience” (9), and also when he says:
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Doves would reply that it was certainly an ugly disgraceful war but not necessary to our defense. If
South Vietnam fell to the Vietcong, communism would be then not 12,000 miles from our shores, but
11,000 miles. Moreover, we had not necessarily succeeded in demonstrating to China that Guerrilla wars
exacted too severe a price from the communists. On the contrary, a few more guerrilla wars could
certainly bankrupt America, since we now had 500,000 of the North Vietnamese and our costs are
$30,000,000,000 over four years, or less than three times as much on an average year as Vietnam ...
What incredible expense for so small a war ... How many more such inexpensive wars would the
economy take? (182-183).

According to Bruce Bawer, “Mailer succeeded in capturing much of the rough-and tumble of American politics
at the end of the 1960°s (1999, 694). This is, to a great extent, true. The Armies of the Night abounds in documentary
reports on the different faces of American politics of that time. It presents rich accounts about the Negro-civil rights
movements and the April-March (1965), planned by Martin Luther King, about the Cold War and its reflections on the
whole American society, and about Right-Wing and Left-Wing politics conerning Vietham War and the Arab-Israeli
conflict. “The form of any account as well as its style " as Carolyn Yalkut believes , “is shaped by the form of the event
" (2013 ,131). The book can be also taken as a reading in the files and documents of the American left politics during
the fifties and the sixties. Long reportages are given about the changes that affect and reshape Left-Wing policies. In
one of these reportages, Mailer writes:

The fifties were a profoundly unhappy period for the Left Wing; in the sixties with Cuba, civil
rights, Kennedy, Berkley, the Great Society, and the war in Vietnam, the new blood of Negro movements
and youth movements brought life back to the Left. By 1965 the Negroes were disaffected, even
profoundly bored with Left Wing rhetoric which seemed to match little in their own imperatives, the
youth were obviously contemptuous of the Old Left. By the time of the April March, the rifts were
profound between the races and the generations. But the huge and unexpected success of the April March,
its unanticipated size — no one had secretly believed they would attract a quarter of a million people — had
given new hope to the Old Left (222).

One last aspect on which Mailer’s journalism focuses, and the skills of his reporter appear at best, is the violence
storming the American society of the sixties. Throughout the confrontation between the protesters who struggle to shut
down the Pentagon, which Mailer describes as “the American war machine” (233), and the troops which insist to
prevent them, scenes of violence accumulate. Because of the brutality attending the battle of the Pentagon, Mailer
describes it as “the bad phase of the march” (274). He records this brutality by every eye-witness accounts. The
demonstrators, who are shown as not having instruments to face violence, are kicked, beaten and dragged on the ground
by the marhsals who are likened to the Nazis. Many are badly injured and many are arrested. The camera moves here
and there to detect different images of violence. In one of these images, it focuses on a single beating of a young girl by
the soldiers, which is described as follows:

One soldier spilled the water from his canteen on the ground in order to add to the discomfort of
the female demonstrator at his feet. She lost her balance and her shoulder hit the rifle at the soldier’s side.
He raised the rifle and came down hard on the girl’s leg. ... At least four times the soldier hit her with all
his force... Two more troops came up and began dragging the girl toward the Pentagon. She twisted her
body so we could see her face. But there was no face there. All we saw were some raw skin and blood.
We couldn’t see even if she was crying — her eyes had filled with the blood pouring down her head. She
vomited, and that too was blood. Then they rushed her away (276).

Before Mailer’s reporter ends his long journalistic journey with the Pentagon march, he gives some statements
that reflect the harsh realities of the American politics. He admits that “the Americans live in a country which has
developed the world’s most murderous military machine” and which “trains its sons to be killers” (234). He, also,
addresses the Americans, saying; “We Americans have no right to call ourselves human beings unless personally and
collectively we stand up and say no to death and destruction” (234-235). Mailer, therefore, ends The Armies of the
Night with prayers for the forgiveness of his nation.
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Following the long procession of the march, Mailer’s camera moves and rotates from one site to another to
survey the roaring crowd. In his argument about Mailer’s skill in this respect, John Muste believes that Mailer is
influenced by the technique of the “panoramic-camera-eye” used by John Dos Passos in his U.S.A. trilogy (1971, 361-
374). Mailer, however, reveals a wonderful ability to follow the different sides of the march. Each time the camera
moves, it isolates, and brings into focus, one of the groups participating in the protest, and Mailer’s reportage soon
commences. He reports on the different social and political groups of the march; writers, artists, socialists, communists,
ananrchists, students, housewives, trade unionists and other various groups. He records the songs repeated by the
protesters, like “We Are Not Afraid”, “Join Us” and “We Shall Overcome”. He even writes about the roads that the
march takes, and about the best entrance to the Pentagon:

So the north wall with its Administrative Entrace was eventaully chosen. It was the main approach
to the Pentagon and the most attractive. Access roads curved up from Jefferson Davis High Way and
Washington Boulevard to the large square of asphalt in front of the entrance steps and the Egyptian
columns. Below was another flight of steps which led to two ramps descending to the Hall. An army
would meet on the grass area for a rally, then move forward for acts of civil disobedience (230) .

To maintain diversion into journalism in The Armies of the Night, Mailer, like Capote, occasionally stops his
own reporting to present a reading of what is written in the press about the march. He, thus, quotes many of the front-
pages stories of Washngton papers covering the great event. An example of this is represented in what The New York
Times writes warning both demonstrators and the troops, saying: “It will be totally unnecessary for paratroopers or
police or demonstrators to provoke each other, in the exercise either of duty or self-expression, and it will be tragic if
they do” (244).

Mailer’s desire to write accurately is reflected in his endeavors to give reliable estimates of both the protesters
and the troops attending the Pentagon march. Lee Spinks sses that he seeks the “ liberation of life from its subjection to
any form of abstract or impersonal power " ( 2015, 3 ) In this aspect, in particular, Mailer takes his book into statistical
territories that are never expected to appear in any fictional discourse dealing with reality. As for the number of
protesters, he compares the figures given by the government, by Left Wing and by some mewspapers like The New York
Times and Times. Then, he follows a complex statistical method to reach the right figure, which he finds to be between
75.0000 and 90.000. as for the troops, Mailer gives the following report, which clearly supports the core premise of
vacillation between fact and fiction in the American nonfiction novel of the sixties:

Waiting for them at the Pentagon or engaged in police work on the route were the following
forces; 1500 Metropolitan police, 2,500 Washington, D.C., National Gurdsmen, about 200 U.S. Marshals,
and unspecified numbers of Governmental Secjurity Guards, and Park, White House, and Capitol plice.
There were also 6,000 troops from the 82™ Airborne Division flown in from Fort Bragg, North Carolina,
the same 82" Airborne which had once parachuted into Normandy on D-Day and was now fresh from
Santo Domingo and the Detroit riots. MP units had been flown in from California and Texas, the U.S.
Marshals had been brought from just about everywhere — Florida, New York, Arizona, Texas, to name a
few states — it was to be virtually a convention for them. In addition, 20,000 troops stationed nearby were
on alert (244-245).

In her essay “Four Fictional Faces of the Vietnam War”, Kathleen Puhr states that “the majority of Vietnam novels
are written in the realistic mode”, and also adds that “Vietnam-War novels contain elements of fantasy, allegory, black
humor, melodrama, and satire” (1984, 99). Yet, only documentation and plain journalism are what one senses in Mailer’s
treatement of Vietnam War in The Armies of the Night. In a clear journalistic manner, he discusses its reasons and realities.
He shows that it is the fear from the spread of communism which has nourished Vietnam War, as the Americans believed
that “if Vietnam fell to the communists, soon then would Southeast Asia, Indonesia, the Philippines, Australia, Japan, and
India fall also to the chinese communists” (182). He also records the impact of the war on the American soceity, whre he
states that “the real damage of Vietnam takes place in America where civil rights have deteriorated into city riots, and an
extraordinary number of the best and most talented students are exploring the frontiers of nihilism and drugs” (183). He
then, in the manner of journalistic reportage also, presents an account of the debate between the “Hawks” who defend the
war and the “Doves” who oppose it. The Hawks, on one hand, believe that it is “perhaps the unhappiest war American had
ever fought, but it was one of the most necessary” (182). The “Doves” who appear more powerful, on the other, attack the
war with facts that reveal Mailer’s recognition of Vietnam War’s truths and figures.
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he had long awaited: Die On Rope for Bloody Crime. The story, written by an Associated Press reporter,
began: “Richard Eugene Hickock and Perry Edward Smith, partners in crime, died on the gallows at the
state prison early today for one of the bloodiest murders in Kansas criminal annals. Hickock, 33 years old,
died first, at 12;41 A.M.; Smith, 36 died at 1:19. (402)

Norman Mailer’s The Armies of the Night is another work that strongly ascertains the vacillation of the American
nonfiction of the sixities between fact and fiction. In this novel, Mailer follows the steps of Truman Capote. He records
the actual events of the four-day anti-Vietnam War march into Pentagon in October 1967. The Armies of the Night is
divided into two parts. Book one, “History As a Novel: The Steps of the Pentagon”, focuses on Mailer’s involvement in
all the acitivies of the march which starts from Lincoln Memorial to the Pentagon. Book Two, “The Novel As History:
The Battle of the Pentagon”, is an account of the socio-cultural background of the groups participating int the protest,
and a detailed reportage about the confrontation between the protesters and the federal troops.

Like Capote, who starts /n Cold Blood with an assignment to The New Yorker, Mailer starts The Armies of the
Night with a reading of news in Time magazine of October 27, 1967 about the Pentagon march. He, then, moves to his
reporting on the event, saying: “Now we may leave Time_in order to find out what happened” (1968, 4). Mailer shows
that the whole thing is initiated by a telephone call from the author Mitchell Goodman, inviting him to join other
American writers and intellectuals in a march aginst Vietnam War.

The novel appears as a documentary/journalistic enterprise rather than as a novel . where a huge amount of
factual material accumulates. Mailer himself admits that the desire to have one’s immediate say on contemporary
matters kept directing the novelistic impulse into journalism (1973, xi). Like Capote, Mailer employs a third-person
narrator and furnishes him with what he calls “a telescope upon a tower” (219), that permits watching in all directions.
According to Helle Sjovaag “ the public sphere is idealized space of reasoned and reflexive communication enabling
diverse voices discussing public issues “ ( 2019 ,160 ) . Mailer gathers in The Armies of the Night voices representing
all fields of the American life in the sixties.

Documenting on the American intellectual life , for example , proceeds when the leaders of the march meet at
Washington Ambassador Theatre to declare the beginning of the march. We meet the poet Robert Lowell, the critic
Dwight Macdonald, the novelist Bernard Malamud, the poet Denise Levertov, the author Mitchell Goodman, among
others. Through their speeches and dialogues, Mailer reports on literry life in general. ,

A new Dimension, which does not exist in Capote’s In Cold Blood, is Mailer’s reporting about himself.
Throughout The Armies of the Night, a flood of documentary autobiographical stuff runs parallel to the currents of
objective reporting on the march, Vietnam War, the politics of the sixties and the aspects of the American life. Some
critics see that Mailer exaggerates in his dedication to his own image. Robert Merideth, one of them states that “his
compulsive, narcissistic concern for his image conditioned everything he says he did during the Pentagon weekend or at
least controls everything he writes about it” (1971, 438). Thus, beside reporting on his own activities during the march,
Mailer writes about the minute details of his private and public life. He writes about his secretary, his hatred for
telephone calls, his bitter experience with drugs, and the marijuana he takes from time to time. An example of these
long autobiographical sketches, which provide facts about other people as well, is the one he writes about his friendship
with Mitchell Goodman, saying:

In fact Mailer had known Goodman for twenty years. They had been almost in the same year at
Harvard. They were both from Brooklyn, both married young. They had met in Paris in 1947, Goodman
then a tall powerful handsome dark-haired young man ... In fact the last time Mailer had heard of
Mitchell Goodman was when the later had led a small group of protesters out of the large hotel banquet
hall where Hubert Humphery was about to address the assorted literati and book reviewers of the
American writing world at the National Book Awrd festivities in March, 1967. Mailer had not attended.
He had been boycotting the affair for several years — it was the least he could do, since none of his books
had ever been considered for any award (6-7).

Yet , when Mailer moves to the march and its realities, objective reporting becomes more dominating, and
fiction kneels completely to journalism. “The novelist”, says Mailer, “is passing his baton to the historian” (219). His
insistence on objectivity is openly expressed when he reveals that “the mass media which surrounded the march on the
Pentagon created a forest of inaccuracy which will blind the efforts of historians” (219), and proceeds: “ let us see what
the history may disclose”(220). It is evident here that Mailer does not only choose to be a reporter, but also to become
an honest and trustworthy one.
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Within this diversion into objective reporting, the reader of /n Cold Blood is led, sooner or later, to ask questions
about the type of novel written by Capote. The work appears outside all traditional fictional experiences. It becomes,
even, difficult to judge it within the context of other modes of realistic writing. The novel sways with a flood of facts
about the case and its realities, collected from police records, the documents of Kansas local authorities, Kansas State
Penitentiary and Supreme Court. Thus, when Capote moves to River Valley Farm, the theatre of the crime, his field
resources flow and enrich his reportages about the discovery of the crime. Accompanied by the same persons who have
attended the discovery of the murder, Susan Kidwell, Mr. Clarene Ewalt, Nancy Ewalt, Sheriff Robinson and the
undersheriff Meier, Capote’s omniscient narrator starts to report on each of the victims. About Nancy, for example, the
following account is given:

She’d been shot in the back of the head with a shotgun held may be two inches away. She was
lying on her side, facing the wall, and the wall was covered with blood. The bedcovers were drawn up to
her shoulders. Sheriff Robinson pulled them back, and we saw that she was wearing a bathrobe, pajamas,
socks and slippers-like, whenever it happened, she hadn’t gone to bed yet. Her hands were tied behind
her, and her ankles were roped together with the kind of cord you see on Venetian blinds (73).

Reflecting his narrative vision in /n Cold Blood, Capote states: “I’ve often thought of the book as being like
something reduced to a seed”, and adds: “Instead of presenting the reader with a full plant, with all the foliage, a seed is
planted in the foliage of his mind” (Hollowell, 1977, 71). In the light of Capote’s prennial effort to reconstruct reality in
exact and unsophisticated way, and in view of his ultimate reliance on verifiable facts, the seed that he struggles to plant
might be represented in an attemtp to maintain that reportage can become a reverend literary genre.

Fundamental to Capote’s adoption of the role of the reporter in /n Cold Blood_is his relentles search for
journalistic material about the killers, Dick Hickock and Perry Smith. Capote does not allow his narrator to create his
own facts, or to deceive the reader into an assumption about a crucial opposition between fact and fancy. All the
accounts written about them are authorized ones, recorded through interviews with eye-witnesses or collected from
official records. The narrator, or say the reporter, follows the killers everywhere. He takes a logn journey following the
same zig-zag way they have taken during their escape from Kansas to Florida and then to Mexico. He is present at the
moment of their arrest and their confession. He records the same words of Hickock who admits: “It was Perry. 1
couldn’t stop him. He killed them all”. (272). He also accompanies them in their way back to Kansas and writes a report
about their arrival and reception there:

The crowd started forming at four o’clock, the hour that the country attorney had given as the
probable arrival time of Hickock and Smith. Since the announcement of Hickock’s confession on Saturday
evening, newsmen of every style had assembled in Garden City: representatives of the major wire services,
photographers; newsreel and television cameraman, reporters from Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas,
and of course, all principal Kansas papers — twenty or twenty-five men altogether. Many of them had been
waiting three days without much to do except interview the service-station attendant James Spor who, after
seeing published photographs of the accused killers, had identified them as customers to whom he’d sold
three dollars and six cents’ worth of gas the night of the Holcomb tragedy. (293).

Throughout his investigations about the killers , Capote shows unmistakable devotion to his career. He utilizes
all levels of documentation. He visits the detectives Harold Nye, Roy Church, Alvin Dewey and Clarence Punte in Las
Vegas, and records each word they say about the murder. He moves to Utah, Nevada and Oregon to write biographical
sketches about the childhood of Perry Smith. He, similarly, meets Walter Hickock, Dick’s father, and listens to his
stories about the life of his son. He even makes friendship with both Hickock and Smith through which he records their
personal confessions. Thus, we learn that Perry “had once beaten a colored man to death” (129), and that Hickock had a
car accident in 1950, which has changed the features of his face (36). He also records, in long detailed reportages, the
events of their trial until they are condemned by the jury.

The story of the murder of Herber Clutter and his family ends in away that maintains Capote’s diversion into
journalism, and reveals his reverence for the role of the reporter. As the Clutter’s case starts with an assignment to 7he
New Yorker, it ends with a reportage in Kansas City Star on Wednesday, April 14, 1965:

And so it happened that in the daylight hours of that Wednesday morning, Alvin Dewey,
breakfasting in the coffee shop of Topeka hotel, read, on the first page of the Kansas Cizy Star, a headline
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Thackeray, in The History of Henry Esmond, and Charles Dickens, in 4 Tale of Two Cities. What, actually, effects the
subordination of fiction to journalism is Capote’s insistence to shape the huge material he collects about the murder in
the form of reportage. It is not difficult for the reader to realize that the book is composed of eighty-five individual
journalistic sketches, rather than of a story that follows a systematic plot. In a third-narrative account, Capote takes the
reader from one report to another, and drowns him in a flood of documentary stuff of verifiable facts.

Capote’s adherence to objective observation, and his inclination to unformulated truth are, apparently,
overshadowing the whole experience. When the reader accompanies him to the village of Holcomb, he feels that the
author is a researcher preparing a newsreel or a documentary film where the camera moves in all directions to record
the minute details of reality in a way that goes beyond all limits of encompassing reality in fiction. He sees the buildings
divided by the main-line tracks of the Santa Fe Railroad, the haphazard hamlet bounded on the south by a brown stretch
of the Arkansas River, and the prairie lands and wheat fields on the east and west. He stands in front of the sign of
Holcomb Bank, and a report is soon given about its deteriorating business. He moves to Holcomb School, where an
account about its grades, its buses and the number of its students is presented. He is also taken to Hartman’s Cafe,
where he watches Mrs. Hartman, the proprietress, dispensing sandwiches, coffee and soft drinks to her customers (3-5).
Then, he surrenders to more reporting on the village of Holcomb, its weather, its local accent and even its cattle:

The village of Holcomb stands on the high wheat plains of Western Kansas, a lonesome area that
other Kansans call “out there”. Some seventy miles east of the Colorado border, the countryside, with its
hard-blue skies and desert — clear air, has an atmosphere that is rather more Far West than Middle
West.... The land is flat, and the views are awesomely extensive; horses, herds of cattle, a white cluster of
grain elevators are visible long before a traveler reaches them (3).

When Capote moves to report on the life of the Clutters, he endeavors to reconstruct it with exactness and
accuracy depending on the recollections of the people of Holcomb. Long reportages, colored by the trustworthy manner
of the reporter, rather than by the vision of the novelist, chronicle, in time and place, the detailed events of the life of
each member of the family. Capote’s realism appears extremely plain and void of authorial intrusion and fictional
dimensions. Facts are never sensed a supposed fact by the reader, and questions about the genuineness of the events are
not expected to be evoked by Capote’s reports. Thus, as if he reads a magazine or a newspaper, the reader follows what
is written about Bonnie, her health and her treatment at the Wesley Medical Center in Wichita, about Nancy, “the town
darling”, and about Kenyon and his school stories. “Writers”, as Morroe Berger believes, “can resort to the exact
reproduction of bits and pieces of reality” (1977, 4). This is the exact impression that the following report, like many
others, about Herbert Clutter may leave on the readers of In Cold Blood:

The Master of River Valley Farm, Herbert William Clutter, was forty-eight years old, and as a
result of a recent medical examination for an insurance policy, knew himself to be in first-rate condition.
Though he wore rimless glasses and was of but average height, standing just under five feet ten, Mr.
Clutter was a man’s-man figure. His shoulders were broad, his hair had held its dark color, his square-
jawed, confident face retained a healthy-hued youthfulness, and his teeth, unstained and strong enough to
shatter walnuts, were still intact. He weighed a hundred and fifty-four — the same as he had the day he
graduated from Kansas State University, where he majored in agriculture. (6).

Capote’s journalistic talent and his interest in mass media in general are evident in the scene where he follows
and records the news broadcast about the murder on the evening of Tuesday, November 17, 1959. Though a pair of
radio earphones clamped to the head of Floyed Wells, a thief spending a sentence of three to five years in Kansas State
Penitentiary, we are allowed to listen to this news. Capote does not forget to give us a report about this prisoner and his
case. He also records all the events of that day as they are broadcast by the radio. He lets us listen to the news of the
murder with exactness and unmistakable accuracy:

Officers investigating the tragic slaying of four members of the Herber W. Clutter family have
appealed to the public for any information which might aid in solving the baffling crime. Clutter, his wife,
and their two teenage children were found murdered in their farm home near Garden City early last
Sunday morning. Each had been found, gagged, and shot through the head with a 12-gauge shotgun.
Investigating officials admit they can discover no motive for the crime, termed by Logan Sanford,
Director of the Kansas Bureau of Investigation and the most vicious in the history of Kansas (189).
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This study, however, is motivated by a striking fact about the critical reception of nonfiction novel. In most of
the studies dealing with the genre, or with the works of its authors, critics, outstandingly, endeavor to ascertain that
nonfiction novel is a genre of fiction that effects a successful balance between reality and imagination or fact and
fiction. Robert Siegle, one of those critics, reveals that nonfiction novel impresses readers by “its mixing of reality and
fiction” (1984, 437). John Hollowell, the author of a full-length study on nonfiction novel, similarly, describes
nonfiction-novel works as “hybrid forms that combine fictional techniques with the detailed observation of journalism”
(1977, 10). John Hellmann, an important critic of the genre, also stresses that the terms “new journalism” and
“nonfiction novel” serve as “names for a contemporary genre in which journalistic material is presented in the forms of
fiction” (1981, 1

Throughout the history of the novel, different paths have been taken by novelists to portray life accurately and to
create a fictional world-like to the real one that the readers inhabit. Yet, the storyteller’s informing about reality has
never reached such a degree of accurate direct observation and bare factual documentation as in Truman Capote’s /n
Cold Blood and Norman Mailer’s The Armies of the Night. Both novels incarnate, in good ways, the subordination of
fiction to fact and the unreserved diversion into journalism that have characterized the American novel in the sixties.

In Cold Blood, which is subtitled “A True Account of Multiple Murder and Its Consequences”, is a story of an
actual murder of an American farmer and his family in a small village called Holcomb in Kansas. The text, which
Capote develops from an assignment to The New Yorker in 1965, is a rich journalistic account of all the events of the
brutal murder of Herbert William Clutter, his wife Bonnie and his two children Nancy and Kenyon by two ex-convicts;
Dick Hickock and Perry Smith during the robbery of their house on 15 November 1959.

The book, which lies in more than four-hundred pages is divided into four parts. The first, “The Last to See
Them Alive”, reconstructs the true events of the life of the Clutters before the murder. The second, “Persons
Unknown”, records the arrival of the killers, Hickock and Smith, to the village and the terror that the murder stirs in
both Holcomb and Kansas. The third, “Answer”, follows the escape of the murderers to Mexico, the investigations of
the chief detective Alvin Dewey and their arrest. The fourth “The Corner”, concentrates on the life of Hickock and
Smith before and after the crime, their trial and final death on the gallows. Capote follows the steps of the reporter and
shows reverence for objective reporting. This manifest journalistic strategy is revealed, clearly, in his
“acknowledgement” to the book, where he addresses the reader, saying:

All the material in this book not derived from my own observation is either taken form official
records or is the result of interviews with the persons directly concerned, more often than not numerous
interviews conducted over a considerable period of time. Because these “collaborators” are identified
within the text, it would be redundant to name them here (1992, Acknowledgement).

These words reveal much about the novelist who puts on the cloak of the journalist and leads an intensive
research that enables him to reconstruct reality with its minute details. Capote has been following two approaches. The
first is related to the reconstruction of the events which have taken place before the murder, events of biographical
nature, like the life of the Clutters and the childhood of Dick Hickock and Perry Smith. Here, Capote depends on the
confessions he gets from the eye-witnesses who have been attending those events in personal interviews. The second is
related to the reorganization of the events of the crime and its consequences in the same order and nature of their
occurrence. Here, Capote resorts to the official records of the local and federal authorities dealing with the case. These
two approaches, followed by Capote in reshaping the whole story of the Clutters’ case, are characteristic of journalism
rather than of fiction. It is remarkable that Capote does not even hesitate to mention the names of his collaborators,
where many of them fill the pages of his work. Commenting on the strategy followed in /n Cold Blood, John Hollowell
argues that Capote follows the journalistic technique of “saturation reporting” invented by the journalist/novelist Tom
Wolfe. Hollowell describes this technique, saying:

In order to record accurately the scenes and dialogue of events as they occur, he journalist must
saturate himself in particular environment. This method frequently requires the reporter to follow his
subject around for days or even months and years with a sensitivity to certain people and events and often
a special atmosphere. Capote spend six years researching /n Cold Blood and formed many close
friendships with the people of Holcomb, Kansas, where the murders took place (1977, 32).

This intensive search for actual material is not what finally creates diversion into journalism in /n Cold Blood. .a
similar approach has been followed by great novelists like Sir Walter Scott, in most of his historical novels, W.M.
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The art/reality problematic has been, and will remain, a core issue, a living question and a theoretical construct
around which controversy ever revolves. “Whatever purpose, function, or value has been ascribed to art”, says Morroe
Berger, “its relation to life or reality has been central to almost every speculation since antiquity” (1977, 1). From
Plato’s concern for artistic production in the Republic and Aristotle’s argument about poetic imitation in the Poetics to
the debate over the aesthetic quality of art and its sociological significance in the recent critical theory, the relation
between art and reality has continuously been a recurrent persistent theme in the works of philosophers, authors,
theoreticians, critics and researchers.

Reflecting the centrality of this problematic in literary thought, Angus Fletcher asserts that “literary imagination
is always somehow connected with reality” and adds that “literature can hardly be disconnected from fact” (1976, vii).
Adherence of literature to reality, however, is nowhere more overriding than in American fiction. Reviewing its
offspring from the early dawn to the contemporary scene, one can observe unmistakable drift towards actuality, which
takes different disguises as naturalism, provincialism, social realism and war-novel. Manifestations of this drift
illuminate the works of many prominent American novelists like James Feminine Cooper, Herman Melville, Theodore
Dreiser, Upton Sinclair, John Dos Passos, William Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway, E.L. Doctrow and John Barth, among
others .

The study explores the world of a literary genre which extremely blurs the boundaries between reality and
imagination. It treads the world of American nonfiction novel of the 1960’s. The main premise upon which the study is
based is that the vacillation between fact and fiction remains the most outstanding fact about nonfiction novel. Through
a close critical reading of Capote’s In Cold Blood and Mailer’s The Armies of the Night, the researcher seeks to prove
the reliability of this core premise.

The term “nonfiction *“ was coined by Truman Capote in 1965 to describe the diversion into the objective
reporting of journalism in the works of many American novelists like Norman Mailer, James Baldwin, John Barth and
Capote himself. This term has been, simultaneously, rivaled by the term “new journalism” coined by the
journalist/novelist Tom Wolfe, also in 1965, to describe narrative works written by journalists. In his book Fables of
Fact. The New Journalism as New Fiction, John Hellmann defines nonfiction novel as “the genre in which the text
points outward towards the actual world without ever deviating from observation of that world” (1981, 27). The genre is
also defined by M.H. Abrams as “a graphic rendering of recent characters and happenings, based not only on historical
events, but often on personal interviews with the chief agents” (1993, 133).

Although the word “nonfiction” is an old term that has been customarily used to refer to forms based on actual
events like biography, autobiography, memoir and similar documentary writing, the coinage “nonfiction novel” is the
newborn of the American culture of the sixties. Nonfiction novel has been the product of certain social, political and
cultural transformations that have stormed American society during that decade. Ahab Hassan, in this sense, expounds
that the writers of nonfiction novel “preconceive fiction in terms more adequate to crucial changes in American culture
and consciousness” (1973, 173-174).

The era of the sixties was the time of civil-rights movements, of left politics and of the strong opposition to the
inhuman war waged by America in Vietnam. It was also a decade dominated by violence, which has culminated in the
assassination of Kennedy in 1963 and Martin Luther King in 1968. The daily broadcast of news about the current events
of American life has become an exciting experience which attracted a great part of the reading public. Thus, within
what Frank McConnell calls “the climate of America in the television era” (1977, 58), novelists were faced by the great
challenge of mass media. Many of them have responded to this challenge, and the outcome was the emergence of
nonfiction novel, which has become a popular form of writing during the sixties. Journalism, in particular, has been
very influential in creating this genre. John Hellman, in this sense, writes:

American reality was undergoing a profound transformation ... Mass media journalism was now
present as an added force, making its versions of evens part of the national consciousness. The individual
American found himself daily confronted by realities that were as actual as they seemed fiction. Both
novelists and reporters found themselves faced with situations demanding responses ... A significant
number turned to the form that is the subject of this book (i.e. nonfiction novel or new journalism) (1981, 2).

Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood (1965) and Norman Mailer’s The Armies of the Night (1968) are good examples
of the novelists’ reaction to the appeal of the current events of the sixties. The first is inspired by the dominance of
violence and the latter by the wide protest against Vietnam War. They are also good incarnation of the diversion into the
objective reporting of journalism which has colored the works of many novelists during that decade.
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Abstract

This study explores the world of the American journalistic novel of the 1960s, a literary
genre which extremely blurs the boundaries of fact and fiction. In nonfictional texts, critics and
scholars endeavor to prove that the nonfiction novel is a genre of fiction that shows a successful
balance between reality and imagination. Pivotal to the study is the manifestation of the
journalistic fiction as a genre of fiction in which the author seems to vacillate between fact and
fiction; playing the role of both the narrator and the reporter. However, the genre shows
unprecedented adherence to the techniques of journalism in which the role of the reporter
overshadows that of the narrator. This is critically dealt with in Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood
(1965) and in Norman Mailer’s The Armies of the Night (1968). The study proceeds to conclude
that the novels in question are closer to the realm of journalism than that of fiction. Both novels
show that nonfiction novel adheres to the criteria of journalism rather than to those of fiction in
ways that make the novelist look like the reporter.

Keywords: Fact, Fiction, Journalism, Journalistic Novel, Reportage, Reporter.
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Smith has manifestations of the real stage through art, poetry has turned into a way to salvage the imaginary
world of harmony with mother, the real other. Therefore, the physical as well as the psychological pains of
abandonment have been vented out in the creating of poetry. According to Lacan "literature ... arises from deep within
our unconscious psyche and reminds us of a time of perfect wholeness when we were incapable of differentiating
among images from the real order" (Bressler, 2003:136).

To conclude, on applying Lacan’s psychoanalytic approach, this research paper has shown Smith’s childhood
experiences as determining and shaping her opinions and attitudes towards life, love, and death. The early death of her
mother has bereaved her of the idealistic oneness with the "other" or mother. This has developed into the reaching of
another stage in which another "other" or father takes control. The father occupies the realm of the symbolic thus,
turning into an "Other," symbolizing "other" forces. In this the idea of Lacanian signification is foregrounded, the
"Signifier" father appears to represent other "signified" claiming the image of an omnificent Patriarchal overpowering
control. Such Patriarchal figures are represented by man as lover, and even God representing the divine power. Feeling
trapped in a "vile" life, Smith seeks to salvage the old and lost union with the "mother" by returning to the previous
imaginary stage to reach a Real state of equilibrium. Thus, in an initial stage the study has concentrated on Smith's
Imaginary stage of oneness with the mother, a stage that looks on father as a rival and an imposer of law, hence viewing
father as villain who deserts the family. As the study develops and upon entering the Symbolic stage, Smith takes her
father as symbol of patriarchal powers, a fact that results in her distrust in any love relationship culminating into
marriage. Further developing in the Symbolic stage, Smith comes to view the divine power as one representation of
another patriarchal and transcendent force. Finally, Smith looks upon death as an out let. At this point she approaches
the stage of the Real upon which she can achieve a lost reunion with the mother. Smith resorts to the theme of death to
express her refusal of her "vile" life of various patriarchs. So, with death, upon losing her mother, she has started her
course and again with death she seeks a settlement.

One important contribution introduced in this research paper is the approaching of Smith's poetry from a
psychological perspective. However, the present study has managed to apply this approach without marginalizing the
due attention that should be paid to the examining of the poetic formal elements which give poetry its especial character
among other literary genres. Therefore, besides the offering of an application of Lacan's theory about the psyche, the
research has also concentrated on such aspects of form as structure, rhyme, rhythm, as well as the choice of words and
their etymological significance in the elucidation of the poems selected. Navigating through the aspects of Lacan's
theory in the light of Smith's poetics of form, this interdisciplinary perspective services for the embarking on an ample
understanding of Smith's autobiographical volume, 4 Good Time Was Had By All (1937). A volume that has shown
Smith's three developmental stages of the psyche introduced by the French psychologist Jacque Lacan.
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I'll wait a while
And then I'll go.

Why wait at all?
Hope spring alive,
good may befall
I yet may I thrive.

It is because I can't make up my mind
If god is good, important or kind. (Collected Poems, p.52)

Starting with an affirmative sentence running through four slim, diametric iambs, Smith declares a judgment: she
"hates" her "life [that] is vile". However, thyming "vile" with "while" suggests the transience of that life, so that she is
in a waiting stage before moving to another inevitable one. In the second stanza, she develops her logic to reach a
conclusion: "Why wait at all?", if life is a stage of waiting before the coming of death. She waits because sometimes she
finds a hope encouraging her to "thrive". Finally in the closing couplet she declares that her fluctuation between hope
and despair, which leads to her inability to "make up [her] mind", is because of God's delayed redemption despite His
being "good". Smith attributes an image of a dominating patriarchal father to God in the symbolic stage. Facing a "vile"
life, Smith decides not to wait for death now imaged as a lover. Smith arranges for a meeting with that lover.

Smith, then, resorts to the "Real" which forms the lost state of equilibrium of infancy, the stage preceding the use
of language, where a kind of "oneness" is experienced with the Mother. Since her mother is now dead, Smith resorts to
death to salvage that real stage of equilibrium. Such stage of equilibrium, love, and satisfaction is embodied in her
company with a personified death seen as lover in "The River Deben":

All the waters of the river Deben
Go over my head to the last wave even
Such a death were sweet to seven times seven.

Death sits in the boat with me
His face is shrouded but he smiled I see
The time is not yet, he will not come to reality.

But smiles and I smile it is pleasant in the boat at night
There is no moon rising but from the east a light
Shines in the sky, is it dawn or dawn's twilight? (Collected Poems, p.48)

In "The River Deben" Smith seems to be considering suicide looked upon as not tragic at all. In the poem "death" is
a friend or even a lover found to compensate her for love and familial frustrations. Masud approves that Smith "considers
death as a satisfying final release from the trap of pain and fear" (Masud, 2018: P.443).Thus as she gets submerged in the
water of the river, death starts the courting. For the first time Smith is seen happy and satisfied. Such a feeling promotes
pitying her situation. The setting in the poem is romantic and promising; the "moon [is] rising" as "light" is still lurking
from the "east". Smith is speaking optimistically of a "dawn" marking a new stage in her life; the Lacanian stage of the
"Real" upon which she can re-experience the lost moments of union with the mother who previously passed away through
the gates of death, this time death is her gate way to attain what she considers as "Real".

Smith groups an image of water, a symbol of the unconscious, with that of death seen as a lover-substitute.
Smith looks upon death as a friend. Smith did not fear death, "she looked up to it, ran to it when she was hurt, needed its
love" (Bedient, 1975:139). In "The River Deben", Smith writes in rhyming triplets of a nursery lulling note. Smith’s
harmonious relationship with death is echoed in the perfect rhyme. The lines, however, "suggest a sophisticated, adult,
metaphysical awareness of the rhythms, edges and physic depth of life. And continuously, there is the drowsy
acquiescence in a dream with its insistent glimpse of death" (Lawson, 1982:100). Smith has looked upon being alive as
"being in the enemy territory" (Dick, 1971: 45). The contrast puts death in the camp of friends; however, "The River
Deben" introduces "death" as a lover who "smiles" and speaks of "smiles ... in the boat at night". Smith reaches the
order of the Real through death as a stage of reunion with the ideal other or mother. Smith, then, finds compensation of
the previous abandonment of father and lovers through the company of death.
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Unquickened by the questing conscious flame
That is my glory and my bitter bane.

What care I if the Skies are blue,

If god created Gnat and Gnu,

What care I if good God be

If he be not good to me. (Collected Poems, p.18)

The title, "Egocentric", unfolds much about Smith’s concept of life; the poem unfolds a realistic vision that
views God as supreme and overpowering. The same realistic vision looks upon humanity as fallen. However, the very
title could refer to a bereft life devoid of familial warmth and love. Smith builds her stance upon a feeling of divine
abandonment and as consequence she overtly requests God to prove His "goodness" the same as He has demonstrated
His creativeness. Smith appeals for one basic principle of Christianity: that which attributes "goodness" to God; in
agony she doubts "If [God] be not good to" her. Moreover, her questioning tone of "what" followed by the conditional
"if" repeated in the poem intensifies her agony and her doubting attitude. Repetition is one important technique
witnessed in "Egocentric". At one level, Smith employs conjunctive "and" several times in the poem. Through this
technique Smith parodies the biblical style. "And" as verse opener is frequently used in Genesis in which God is
speaking of the process of creating the universe. In the Bible "and" as starting a verse is a paratactic device employed to
impart an atmosphere of abruptness looming around the creative experience; an experience that needs no introductory
stage or preparation. The same way, Smith uses paratactic phrases starting with "He made", the abruptness of which
parodies the abrupt creative process.

Aware of her human imperfections, Smith speaks of a supreme God who might delay His compassion with her
miserable condition. In "Egocentric", she expects God to be "good" for all His creatures; however her melancholy and
loneliness push her to the verge of doubting the Christian dogma of God’s "goodness". Smith’s stance reveals a
skeptical soul; however, she admits the existence of God. Smith’s God is seen through a realistic vision revealing Him
as transcendent. This brings to the mind the realistic view on man as a helpless creature who is thrown into hostile
surroundings. The poet gives a patriarchal image of an all-powerful God who afflicts the Eden-fallen man with pains
and sufferings because of an ancestral sin. Smith suffers a predestined punishment. Smith's self-centered father seems to
be the punishment allocated to her by God. Therefore, Smith suffers from having a careless father seen as "not good".
This situation is aggravated upon resorting to a transcendent God irresponsive of her petitions. She admits the
creativeness of God as shown by a sequence of semi-paralleled structures: "He made the sun", "He made the infant
owl", and "He made the silent inhumanity". Thus, Smith tries to soften her sense of despair through referring to God as
creator responsible for His creatures. Shedding light on this issue James Najarian finds that Smith's "religious sense
often mutes her frequent sense of despair” as "God is personified as Creator and Protector"(Najarian, 2003:474).
However as her despair increases, her need for God the protector intensifies.

Smith deplores her plight as thrown in a community of "silent inhumanity". The symbolic image of the father
lurks again. At the symbolic stage Smith correlates unconsciously between the leaving of the father, the "unrespected
papa", and the inattentiveness of a caring God described as "good". In "Egocentric", despite her anger and helplessness,
Smith is still a believer who is distanced from the agnostic view on deity. Such view shows objection to some argument
about the existence of God.

Atheistic agnosticism does not claim to know the existence of any deity nor believing in any deity,
for there is no proof of either the existence or the non-existence of any deity since it appears unconcerned
about the universe or its inhabitants (Slater, 1996:238).

Smith admits the existence of God through an exposition of His creativeness, yet she grieves her inability to
experience His mercy and care. Angry as she is, Smith declares: "What care I if the Skies are blue, /If god made gnat or
gnu". That is why she chooses to be "Nescient and quiescent". However, without a caring God her life becomes
unbearable, Smith cannot cope with being God-forsaken. Reaching this stage, Smith has judged her life as "vile" in a
world controlled and overwhelmed by the male figure, the "silent inhumanity," and the bereavement of God's care and
love. Smith's realistic vision of the miserableness of her life appears again in "The Reason" in which she takes her anger
into a further developmental step; a step that leads her to ponder on suicide:

My life is vile
I hate it so
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"any man's frown". The repetition of "Forgive me" echoes such determination; moreover, she even adopts a "careless"
stance with regard to any future relationship. However, such a stance has developed into a pathetic one at the final
stanza as she faces loneliness with "no friend" in an isolated and hostile "desert of sand".

The poem opens with a technique of repetition enhancing the speaker’s authoritative voice over her destiny. It is
a voice that shows a determination to remain practicing a tight control not to be spoiled by any male overpowering
force. Clearly shown also is the speaker’s view on love as a threat to her personal independence, this is felt from the
tone of fear upon asking: "Yet would I not keep it forever alone"? Irony here does not spring from her fear of being
lonely and isolated; it springs from her keenness to remain lonely and independent. Smith offers a contrast between her
meditative "fancy" that "carelessly roved" and her "heart" that claims a status of a rational mind "unmoved" by passion.

The rhyme scheme also reflects an authoritative tone as well as a theme of independence. Each stanza contains
three rhyming lines ending with suggestive words. In stanza one, thus, the possessive word "own" rhymes with the
individuality indicating word "alone" despite the "frown" at the medial position.

The strict structure of poem echoes Smith’s strict determination. The poem is written in iambic pentameter;
however, variation occurs to pinpoint some emphatic points. Therefore, the initial line in each stanza contains an extra
stressed syllable; those lines introduce three affirmative statements: "my heart is my own", "I thought that I loved", and
"I stand". The same way, the final line in the poem shows Smith as left alone in her "desert of sand". Smith finally finds
herself in a chaotic and loveless desert of sand reminiscent of the frightful "sands of the desert" in Yeats’s "The Second
Coming" imaging a chaotic existence and a frightening situation "somewhere in sands of the desert/ A gaze blank and
pitiless as the sun" (Allison, et al., 2005: 1196). In spite of this, Smith will not succumb to any imprisoning power even
if it is love, for she is still suffering the aftermath of her father’s abandonment and she cannot relive that experience
with any man torturing her with his "frown". It is true that "She was heterosexual, but she found the rituals of courtship
mainly idiotic and she became extremely skeptical about the alleged connection between marriage and happiness;
solitude was preferable to entrapment” (Halliday, 2009: 297).

The poem offers a contrast between "love" as occupying the realm of "fancy”, or the imaginary, and being "alone"
as a status quo formed by the symbolic order that offers the father as signifier and other men as "signified". Lacan’s
"signification" uncovers Smith’s trauma as she predicates her "fancy" with the verb "roved" to show her doubting attitude
towards love. The signifier "rove" descends from Middle English meaning the "shoot[ing] with arrows", the word also
comes from Dutch roover, meaning pirate (Skeat, 1993: 455). Sea images persist to emerge to mark her father's escape to
sea. It is clear that Smith takes a hostile stance against an enslaving type of love ending up with abandonment. Her fear
even aggravates as she fuses the concept of the authoritative and patriarchal father with the concept of God who is
frequently referred to as Father. In a recent article Masud and White have remarked that "Smith has attracted many
readings as a feminist writer who performs subversion of patriarchal norms" (Masud & White, 2018: 293).

Further developing her argument, Smith touches upon religious issues. In her young age, Smith "delighted as a
child and as a young woman in the ceremony, ritual, and Prayer Book in Church" (Mahoney, 1998: 322). However,
Smith’s religious affiliations and her rather religious upbringing failed to make her accept a God claiming a patriarchal
authority. Consequently, and in application of Lacan’s concept of signification, Smith develops her symbolic powers in
face of all patriarchal authorities including the divine power of God claiming a universal Fathering figure. Smith fears
that the previous abandonment of father can be echoed again and reinforced by the abandonment of a loving God. Stuck
in her uncertainties, Smith worries that the divine care to which she resorts might be practicing the same male authority.
Smith communicates this in "Egocentric":

What care I if good God be

If he be not good to me,

If he will not hear my cry

Nor heed my melancholy midnight sigh?
What care I if he created Lamb,

And golden Lion, and a mud-delighted Clam,
And Tiger stepping out on the padded toe,
And the fecund earth the blindworms know?
He made the sun, the moon and every star,
He made the infant owl and the baboon

He made the ruby-orbed pelican,

He made the silent inhumanity,

Nescient and quiescent to his will,
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The poem opens with an optimistic tone of a girl in love with an officer described as "the sweetest major". The second
stanza witnesses a shift in tone as the young girl discovers that he is "such a bore", a phrase repeated to stress a feeling
of disappointment. Such a fact leads to a final declaration that her love to him was not true. This discovery issues from a
contrasted situation that springs from the two contrasted phrases; "I used to think "and "I don’t think". The third stanza
marks the final phase in the love story. Smith shifts into a detached or even sneering tone as she tells of Spruce’s death
hinted at as if it forms no significant part of the story. Thus, the progression the poet speaks of is an ironic one.

"Progression" opens with a love theme, however later on the poem turns into an elegy. The poem has an elegiac
form of three quatrains, however the poem is not a fully structured elegy if compared to traditional elegies; it seems that
Smith takes the death of Major Spruce lightly. In stanza one Smith refers to Spruce as the "sweetest", this does not go
ajar with traditional elegies that open with enumerating the virtues of the diseased. The early death of Spruce is spatially
indicated by a three-foot line echoing his short life: "And only 39". In the second stanza, Spruce is described twice as
"bore" and that she "used to think [that she] was in love with him". She concludes that she does not "think so any more".
In the third and final stanza Smith contradicts elegiac traditions and reaches a high level of comedy as she tells us that
he is now dead: "Didn’t I tell you"? Smith cannot repeat her mother’s tragedy and get married even to a person that she
loves; she is against all patriarchal authority. If her father stands for the "signifier" then Major Spruce will acclaim the
position of the "signified". Smith has been involved in a love relationship twice.

The first, Karl Eckinger, was a dashing German intellectual, whom some of Stevie's friends believed
to be affiliated with Nazi beliefs. His relationship with Smith likely fell apart due to politics. Shortly
thereafter, she met with the lackluster but enduring Eric Armitage, an insurance worker (Spalding, 1988: 15).

The two relationships never culminate into a marriage. If "Spruce” as a word is taken as a "signifier," it can
expose an aura of "signified" shedding more light on Smith’s personal life. First, "Spruce" is etymologically related to
the term "pruce" which means related to Prussia that was a German province which was originally located in northeast
Europe. "Spruce" means "fine [and] smart. Hall's Chronicle tells us that a particular kind of fashionable dress was that
in which men were appareled after the manner of Prussia or Spruce" (Skeat, 1993:510). For this reason, Major Spruce
could be a representation of her first fiancé, Karl Eckinger. Being accused of Nazi affiliations, Karl Eckinger widens the
scope of the symbolic order to embrace political overtones.

However, the "name of the father" is still lurking as a symbolic force, "Major Spruce" echoes again the old pain
caused by the father who abandons the family for the sea. Describing Spruce as the signifier, the word "bore" relates
him to the figure of the leaving father or rather the leaving lover as signified, for the word links both to the sea. The
word "bore", "issuing form Scandinavian, means a tidal surge, a wave. Perhaps from Icelandic bara, [which means] a
billow caused by wind" (Skeat, 1993:56). Smith is psychologically scarred by the abandonment of her father:"In 1906,
Charles Ward Smith ran off to sea to work on the commercial White Star Line, leaving behind his sickly wife and two
daughters" (Walsh, 2004:58).

"Forgive me, forgive me" is a poem that continues in taking the "signifier" father for another "signified" lover.
Thus, Smith, in the symbolic stage, takes the male figure as a representative of the oppressive authorities that curb a
person from practicing his/her freedom. However, she grieves the possibility that she may remain living alone forever.
The poem shows her attitude concerning any future relationship with man.

Forgive me forgive me my heart is my own
And not to be given for any man's frown
Yet would I not keep it forever alone.

Forgive me forgive me I thought that I loved
My fancy betrayed me my heart was unmoved
My fancy too often has carelessly roved.

Forgive me forgive me for here where I stand
There is no friend beside me no lover at hand
No footstep but mine in my desert of sand. (Collected Poems, p.23)

"Forgive me, forgive me" is a strictly structured poem in rhyming tercets in which Smith declares her
determination not to be controlled by any overpowering patriarchal authority even if it is of a lover. She would not bear
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The poem reveals a state of feminine double helplessness of a "baby" girl and her abandoned mother. Both seem
to fall under the oppression of a patriarchal order and a hostile world of "alarms" and fragmentation. According to
Lacan, the lack of being whole and unified is a feeling created once a child is separate from mother. Thus, "many
alarms" are issued to warn the "baby" before being "born". A fact intensified with the employment of a war lexical field
looming through the first four lines in the poem; the connotations of "arms" and "alarms" never miss some aggressive
overtones. Also, the contrast between the prenatal oneness with the mother and being abandoned by father in a sad
world further stresses the Lacanian lost equilibrium with mother as the baby develops in age. Smith, then, refers to the
predicament of a mother who is left "sad" and "without a friend". The absence of the father and husband, fleeing away
from his responsibilities as he "tarries in Ostend", enhances the condition of fragility.

In the poem, Smith further develops in the symbolic stage at which she takes the oppressive father as
representing all repressive rules of the society. For this reason, the girl becomes "cynical", a powerfully expressive
adjective meaning the showing of contempt for accepted standards and leading to a complicated feeling of distrust.
Etymologically, "cynic" issues from Latin cynicus which means "dog-like" (Skeat, 1993:126), it also refers to an action
motivated by base desires. Recalling Freudian Psychology, base desires are put in check by the law of the father. On the
other hand the signifier "babe" could be signified in slang English as "an attractive woman". In reference to Electra’s
complex Smith desires the father who departed thus turning from a lover into an object of hatred fixation.

This leads to a condition in which Smith is grieving a lost lover, father. At this stage, father becomes the repressive
power of whatever curbing a person from restoring the imaginary stage of union with the mother in the pre-speech stage.
Surprisingly, "babe" comes from "babble" which means "to keep on saying ba, ba, syllables imitative of a child's attempts
to speak" (Skeat, 1993:34). Sometimes Smith, the child, resorts to utter silence, she "had the habit of suddenly turning cold
and stiff" (Spalding, 1988: 15). In Lacan’s analysis, the father represents culture as well as language. Thus, by imposing
the "nom du pere", the father imposes the law and becomes the one who shapes "the Symbolic world, dominated by
patriarchal order, [which] posits a hostile environment for the poet. The Symbolic Order is fundamentally all that [Smith]
has to fight against and surpass in her struggle to survive" (Ragland-Sullivan, 1986:16). In the poem, it is "the father" who
makes the "mother sad" and is heedless of the family as he "tarries in Ostend". The rather long sentence opening the poem
contributes to the hasty confessing mode and the quick pacing of the speaker. Still, the confused state of the speaker is
echoed in the structure of the poem, no rhyme or rhythm schemes are kept.

Being able to speak, she has psychologically, according to Lacan, developed further into the stage of using
language even becoming "cynical", thus approaching the symbolic. The cause for being "cynical" is quite clear;
however, her early stance developed against her father mirrors all her subsequent relationships with those who represent
his patriarchal authority. Add to this is her love frustrations echoed well in her poem, "Progression". In this poem Smith
has referred to her attitude towards a love relationship of which she is not sure. She expresses her ambivalence and even
doubt towards a relationship hardly called love ended with the death of the lover, "Major Spruce" who has "grown such
a bore". The disconcerted tone of the poem and the aloof stance of the speaker stress that feeling:

I fell in love with Major Spruce
And never gave a sign

The sweetest Major in the force
And only 39.

It is Major Spruce

And he's, such a bore, such a bore,

I used to think I was in love with him
Well, I don’t think so any more.

It was the Major Spruce.

He died. Didn't I tell you?

He was the last of the Spruces,

And about him too. (Collected Poems, p.24)

In the poem, the speaker focuses on her love affair with "Major Spruce”. As the title "Progression" indicates, the
story ironically progresses from love which is a Freudian symptom of the Eros-drive to reach the opposite extreme, that
of "death". Thus, Smith intends that progression to be a process of deterioration and descend as indicated by the
structure of the poem. The poem appears with a form of quatrains arranged to give the shape of a descending staircase.
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The very title of the poem, "Papa Love Baby", reflects a child-like language of a loose grammar and no accurate
formal structure. Adding to this is the confessional tone that retains a touch of innocence characteristic of a "baby in a
carriage". However, the poet adopts a realistic vision as revealed in her freeing the poem from imaginative figurative
language. In the revealing of a reality of "fate" and "foolish marriage", Smith employs a taut style of clear and
conversational words embedded within a succinct syntax. What is ironic is that the speaker is a "child of three", yet able
to offer a judgment about her mother’s marriage as "foolish". Therefore, the poem clearly shows a reciprocal
relationship between innocence and awareness. Stephen James notices that "many Stevie Smith poems prompt the
reader to consider the ‘equivocal’ relationship between innocence and awareness and in particular between a precarious
childish naivety and incipient or tacit adult perception" (James, 2018:336). Though the speaker in the poem is a "child
of three ", she speaks of the insignificance of the romantic experience of the father-mother union. Smith concludes that
the mother’s being a "romantic girl" has brought about all the disastrous consequences. Not at full grasp of the
language, the child "sat upright" to decide about the marriage, a decision that is shown in the "eyes" rather than in
spoken words as the "baby" is still under the influence of the mirror pre-language stage.

The speaker’s chaotic experience echoes the rather confused order of the poem’s structure. The exigencies of the
childhood experiences of a girl opens her mirror stage with a double separation: that form the oneness with mother and the
union with a departing father. Smith was not an Electra; father is not the lover-like attraction. He is rather an "unrespected
papa". Such disrespect is echoed in a form that lacks a well-wrought rhyme scheme. Provided that the lines exhibit various
metrical structures, Smith exposes no fixed rhythm scheme. Therefore, the resulting metrical disorder is meant to echo the
psychological disorder that the poet experiences. It seems that Smith’s disrespect for her father echoes a poetic form
pertinent for the situation. So that in the first two lines "girl" rhymes with "curl" as the poet is speaking about her naively
"romantic" mother who fell in love with a man because of styling "his hair in curl". The equilibrium of rhyme here is not
echoed in the third and the fourth lines; "papa" is left with no rhyming echo so as to signal a lack of a sound relationship
between a daughter and her father. It seems to some extent that Smith develops an oedipal relationship with the father
figure. Freud believes that girls, the same as boys, could suffer an oedipal complex. Commenting on Freud's libido theory,
Nagera concurs that "the Oedipus Complex in a girl issues from a state of phallic envy which is powered by the
recognition of both herself and her mother as 'castrated', powerless beings" (Nagera ef all., 1969: 62).

Smith’s attitude springs not from viewing father as oppressive of desires but as negligent of his duties towards his
family. Consequently, "around the time of her father's departure, Stevie Smith began suffering from episodes that can only
be described as fits" (Walsh, 2004:60). For this reason, she refuses the Freudian principle that "daughters are always
supposed to be / In love with papa". Significant also is the rhyming of "leave" with "grieve" in the final stanza. The
abandonment of the father for his family causes great and cureless sadness. At this point she first indicates her approaching
of the symbolic stage that occurs as the child starts to speak. The symbolic stage marks the law of the father. Indirectly
referring to it, Stevie speaks of "the sad fate" befalling a "child of three". Applying Lacan’s principle of signification, the
signifier "fate" could very well refer to the symbolic order at which the child starts using language. The word "fate"
originates from Latin fatum meaning "what is spoken", "fate" also derives from fari meaning "to speak" (Skeat, 1993:180).

As concerning rhythm, the little figure of the fragile girl is indicted by the four-syllable line; "A child of three" ,
which is put in face of a long unsuccessful marriage spoken of in a fourteen-syllable line: "And wished mama hadn't
made such a foolish marriage". Moreover, the enjambment technique adopted in the poem is an indicator of a hasty
arguing and confessing. Smith is revealing her traumatic childhood experience shaping the future life of a three-year-old
girl initiating into a poet. In "Papa Love Baby", a poem-com-psychoanalytic session, Smith appears as a confessional
poet who presents a revealing of the self.

In her "Infant" Stevie shows the experience of living alone with mother without a caring father. A situation that
aggravates the difficulties that Smith the young girl faces. Therefore, she becomes skeptical about familial relationships:

It was a cynical babe

Lay in its mother's arms

Born two month too soon

After many alarms

Why is its mother sad

Weeping without a friend

Where is its father — say?

He tarries in Ostend.

It was a cynical babe. Reader before you condemn, pause,

It was a cynical babe. Not without cause. (Collected Poems, p.33)
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other hand, Smith, the artist, aspires for an imaginary world of autonomy. Stevie develops to a more advanced state to
reach what Lacan terms as the Real; the real is the final circle in the Lacanian trilogy of the imaginary, the symbolic, and
the real. Failing to accomplish her imaginary world of equilibrium, Smith resorts to death as an inevitable truth and as an
undoubted real, a stage at which she could be reunited with the mother. In fact, Smith rejects the symbolic order
represented by what Lacan terms (Name-of the-father), more clearly described as the imposition of law by the father.
According to Lacan, the father represents the culture and language. Moreover, imposing the law of the father puts to the
foreground "the symbolic order and the separation from the state of non-consciousness of the Imaginary" (Carbonell, 2015:
23). Stevie Smith emerges as unable to come to terms with the masculine, hostile world of the symbolic order.

Closely related to the three orders is Lacan’s introduction of three Others which play a crucial role in dominating or
even shaping an individual’s psyche basing his argument on Saussure’s concept of signs. Saussure has viewed a sign as
made up of two elements; the signifier and the signified. Lacan has countered Saussure’s structural unity of the signifier
and the signified. Instead, Lacan introduces a concept of a Signifier referred to with "S" that has no structural unity with the
signified referred to with "s". This condition opens the issue for the interplay of the postmodern maneuvers with the
unbound signification of words. The Signifier is the primary notion and stands above the signified and separated by a
dividing bar. The bar is important because it indicated that the signifier bears no relation to its meaning effects. The
function of the signifier is to found a basis for the symbolic dimension covering numerous images of the signified. That is
why the symbolic order starts at an age during which the individual starts to use language. Therefore, the Other could stand
for different others. Summing up Lacan’s concept of the Other, Ragland-Sullivan writes:

For Lacan, the Other had various meanings: on the first level it means the various external forces

that structure a primary and secondary unconscious, that is, in the mirror stage, the relationship with the

Real Other or mother, (m)Other; on a second level, it means the unconscious as the discourse of the

Other; and on the third level, it is the father, the Symbolic Order representative of the cultural character of

the Other (Ragland-Sullivan, 1986:16).

Father as a suppressing Other has a critical role to play in shaping Smith's familial and emotional lives. Her
mother’s fragile health condition has been aggravated with the abandonment of Smith’s father. Smith herself has fallen
ill to the point of being sent to convalescence. "Smith’s separation from her family was complex, functioning on
emotional and physical planes. Neither parent was dependable" (Barbera and McBrien, 1985: 13). Being lonely and
losing the first equilibrium with the Real other or mother at an early age, Smith finds herself put in an endless search for
claiming back those moments of union with the mother at the mirror stage salvaged through the imaginary order
regained through art.

From early childhood the figure of the father represents the villain in Smith's life, this is shown clear in her
"Papa Love Baby" from 4 Good Time Was Had By All (1937).

My mother was a romantic girl

So she had to marry a man with his hair in curl
Who subsequently became my unrespected papa,
But was long time ago now.

What folly it is that daughters are always supposed to be
In love with papa. It wasn't the case with me

I couldn't take to him at all

But he took to me

What a sad fate to befall

A child of three.

I sat upright in my baby carriage

And wished mama hadn't made such a foolish marriage.
I tried to hid it, but it showed in my eyes unfortunately
And a fortnight later papa ran away to sea.

He used to come home on leave

It was always the same

I could not grieve

But I think I was somewhat to blame. (Collected Poems, p.16)
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A mid-twentieth century English poet; Stevie Smith was first published in 1936. She did not become popular
until the 1950s and the 1960s. She received the Queen’s Medal for poetry in 1969, two years before her death in 1971.
She has exposed a wide range of themes mostly handled with a comic touch. Smith’s style is "lyrical-sardonic",
featuring "shocks of pain and laughter" that were "grimly entertaining" (Barbera and McBrien, 1985: 102). However,
love and death have always been the most recurrent themes in the poetry of Stevie Smith. Love issues from a life-drive
while death stands at the other extreme, both have preoccupied Smith to the point of obsession. However, death-drive
has been superseded to be looked upon positively: George Stonier finds that "she is in love with Death" (Stonier, 1938:
930). Perhaps because of a frustrated love, and a frustrated father-daughter relationship, she resorts to death as lover.
The argument, thus, touches upon issues in psychology, since the autobiographic element is forcefully present in her
early poetry. Referring to the confessional, self-revealing character of Smith’s poetry, Philip Larkin described her
writing as that of "...the feminine doodler or jotter, who puts down everything as it strikes, no matter how silly or
tragic" (Larkin, 1991:76). Jacques Lacan’s model of the human psyche is applied in Smith’s poetry.

Lacan believes that the human psyche consists of three orders: the imaginary, the symbolic and the real. "The
imaginary occurs in the pre-mirror and the mirror stage, before the subject enters the symbolic world, which imposes
the Law" (Lacan, 1977: 216). Somewhere between the age of six and eighteen months, we enter what Lacan calls the
looking glass or mirror stage. In this stage, we literally see ourselves in a mirror while metaphorically seeing ourselves
in our mother’s image. Once we learn that we are individual beings who are separate from our mothers, we are ready to
inter Lacan’s second developmental phase, the symbolic order. At this stage, "it is the symbolic and not the imaginary
that is seen to be the determining order of the subject" (Lacan, 1977: 216). Whereas in the imaginary order "we delight
in the presence of our mother, in the symbolic order we learn that our father comes to represent culture norms and laws.
The third element of the psych is the real order" (Bressler, 2003:134). On the one hand, this order consists of the
physical world, including the material universe and everything in it; while the real order also symbolizes all that a
person is not, sought again by recalling an imaginary state of a reunion with the mother. Therefore, Lacan's three
constituents of the psyche express three versions of awareness:

The Imaginary expresses the image of the ego created through identification with a mirror image,
namely, a reflection through the eyes of the other, for example, the (m)other. ...The Symbolic Order is
the expression of culture and the social world that is structured by laws which regulate kinship and
exchange relations. In contrast to the Symbolic Order, which is built upon contradictions, for example, the
contradiction between presence and absence, the Real contains no contradictions and is always complete
(Schreiber et al., 2019:183).

Lacan believes that "literature has the particular ability to call up a brief moment of joy ... or desire" (Bressler,
2003:136). Thus, an artist could live the experience of the real order upon obtaining moments of artistic fulfillment and
stability. Such stability is created in the realm of literary creation. So, it becomes clear that the order of the real marks
"the lack of [the patriarchal authority of] the Name-of-the-Father..., a point at which signifier and signified are stabilized
in metaphor" (Lacan, 1977: 217). Add to this, Lacan claims that "the unconscious is structured like a language"(Lacan
2007: 112). By calling the unconscious "like a language", Lacan emphasizes the role of representation in psychological
formation. Literature achieves its function through the creative use of language. Looking upon the creative writer as an
analyst and or a person who is undergoing psychoanalysis, Lacan takes literature as a medium that can reveal much
about an author's unconscious. Commenting on this Richard Coble writes:

The unconscious, then, is "like a language" in that it holds the place of and seeks to express
unassimilated desire not spoken in words and therefore unknown by the person. This unconscious desire
comes out in failures and interruptions of language and thought, in Freudian slips, in speech and nonsense
that make desires known beyond the speaker’s control (Coble, 2019: 566).

Early in her poetry, Smith has always rejected the symbolic order represented by the law of the father. In Lacanian
terms, this research work focuses on Smith's surpassing of the symbolic to arrive at the imaginary. On the personal level,
Smith does not show much respect for her father who has deserted her mother when Stevie was just three years old.
Therefore, Smith exposes her breaking off the symbolic authority of all figures that stand for the patriarchal forces curbing
her from attaining herself as person and as an artist finding her true identity in the world of the imaginary. Smith's
imaginary world is a world of equilibrium in which she gets identified with the figure of the mother, the perfect image
discovered at the mirror stage in which the young child becomes aware of him/herself as identified with the other. On the
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Abstract

This study examines the poetry of Stevie Smith (1902-71) with the adoption of Jacque
Lacan’s psychoanalytic approach. Special reference is made to her volume entitled, A Good Time
Was Had By All (1937), an autobiographical work that figures out her childhood experiences.
Pivotal to this study is Lacan’s concept of the psyche where the three parts, or "orders", of the
human psyche are examined. According to Lacan, these orders" are the Imaginary, the Symbolic,
and the Real. The imaginary or the mirror stage is marked by a state of security resulting from a
condition of oneness with the mother. The symbolic stage, which starts at an age when the child is
able to use language, attributes all the frustrations imposed on the child’s psyche to the "nom du
pere" or the name of the father seen as rival, where he stands for the law imposed by the society.
Smith implements the father’s image as a symbol of all patriarchal authorities and hostile powers
represented by the male figures in her life; including her two fiancés. Finally, Smith focuses on
death with the aim of arriving at the developmental stage of the Real order which represents an
equilibrium at which the poetess could regain moments of reunion with her dead mother, the
source of real love and security.

Keywords: The Imaginary, Lacan, the Real, the Symbolic, Mother, Love, Death.
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