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A Proposed Frame of the Characteristics of Professional
Skepticism and Measurement of the Possibility of Their
Availability for the External Auditor in the Environment of
Egyptian Auditing: A Field Study

Abdelaal Mostafa Aboelfadl

Associate Professor of Accounting
Shaqra Community College - Shaqra University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The study aims to create a frame of the characteristics of “Professional Skepticism “and
measures their availability for Egyptian auditors. A frame of the characteristics of “Professional
Skepticism “has been established based on both the two models of Quadackers (2010) and
Wihinandsrade (2009). The variables of this frame have been practically selected from a sample of
Egyptian auditors, where the researcher has used the descriptive and analytic statistics such as the
arithmetic average, the standard deviation, Kolmogorov - Smirnov Test and the relative significance.

The study deals with a proposed frame of professional skepticism. This frame has a positive
effect on the planning and implementation of auditing procedures and reduces the possibility of the
choice of improper auditing procedures or the wrong judgment of evidence.

Results of the study reveal the availability of the characteristics of “Professional Skepticism
“for auditors working in the Egyptian environment. Yet, the significance of these characteristics vary
among the members of the sample. The characteristic of focus of control comes first, followed by
that of questioning mind. The characteristic of the search for knowledge and self -confidence come
third together. That of self- independence comes fifth and interpersonal understanding comes sixth.
At last comes the characteristic of suspension of judgment.

The study proves that the application of "Professional Skepticism" enables the auditors to
deal with deviations. The auditor becomes aware of and ready for contradictory auditing evidence.
He keeps inquiring about the reliability of the information given by the administration and those
responsible of governance.

Keywords: Professional Skepticism, the Characteristics of Professional Skepticism, Measurement of
professional skepticism models, Determinants of Professional Skepticism, Professional judgment.
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