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Abstract  

The study aims to create a frame of the characteristics of “Professional Skepticism “and 
measures their availability for Egyptian auditors. A frame of the characteristics of “Professional 
Skepticism “has been established based on both the two models of Quadackers (2010) and 
Wihinandsrade (2009). The variables of this frame have been practically selected from a sample of 
Egyptian auditors, where the researcher has used the descriptive and analytic statistics such as the 
arithmetic average, the standard deviation, Kolmogorov - Smirnov Test and the relative significance. 

The study deals with a proposed frame of professional skepticism. This frame has a positive 
effect on the planning and implementation of auditing procedures and reduces the possibility of the 
choice of improper auditing procedures or the wrong judgment of evidence. 

 Results of the study reveal the availability of the characteristics of “Professional Skepticism 
“for auditors working in the Egyptian environment. Yet, the significance of these characteristics vary 
among the members of the sample. The characteristic of focus of control comes first, followed by 
that of questioning mind. The characteristic of the search for knowledge and self -confidence come 
third together. That of self- independence comes fifth and interpersonal understanding comes sixth. 
At last comes the characteristic of suspension of judgment. 

The study proves that the application of  "Professional Skepticism" enables the auditors to 
deal with deviations. The auditor becomes aware of and ready for contradictory auditing evidence. 
He keeps inquiring about the reliability of the information given by the administration and those 
responsible of governance. 

Keywords: Professional Skepticism, the Characteristics of Professional Skepticism, Measurement of 
professional skepticism models, Determinants of Professional Skepticism, Professional judgment. 
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��	�Pא
!��dوאً��Confusion and ambiguity�� V�:א��J,�E��'و��1و�،

                                                        

�m)��א
$'�ع��٥!
<�>Nelson 2009.K 

٦���=,�P	�\3ق�$�(�Lم���+W_א�Cא�א$%
5���وאR��Pr(ن،�و�אد-b	�P	���=,ق�و$�(�Lم���+W����'א�$א�Cא�$א'���و$1א�א���������
���א���%�א�d+�.�Z%-�،Cא_W+�م��ن= ��Cא�א$%
�.���3א�$א'����W+�م�>ن�W ?�وא
��� Cl؛�א���%�א�C	!ً"�P���d+�.א

jm "$
��F�(mא�$א'���$1א�א�Cאf�ذ��! 5���=��h�(�Q#א
�tא!
�� �٦٢�EKص،��١٥&$A،��א'
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�C��1א� h5(�
� L�!�Yא�� �א_-$אد �><��ن S�(���@�
�א P	� �א
=�ع �و,Jא ،��!�Yא��א1 �א��E� א�L��Al�Kא_-$אد
q !�.� �	����!
� ��!�®�Kא�$%
�א ��و h+Dא�(Kruglanski, 1983. Webster and Kruglanski 1994)و����%(� א���+�76\

q(���
�!��א����אد����+76وא��J*�Kא'���ول�א_& �#�א
�t)��"5���و�)�+$�- 5�،����)$)���ن�)$/��د
�����1א
�h+Dא�� +��
Form a judgment�h+Dא�q !�.7،�و
Jم��� %
و,��N؛�m�²א:�V ��א�%��!�،�
+=N���k#��=��א
��Kא
�@?���Pא��$-�!
�� * 9$
 ,��L(Skeptics Bunge, 1991; Kurtz+6+و.�! �qא�N,�h+Dوא�j�W	�Pא:���89א

1992; Hurtt et al., 2003a)�� �א_W+�م q !�.� ��ن �א��bض P	و(� ><� �'�Dא� �	� �Q *+�� x��=�Iא�E$�א�� lgق
Cognitive ClosureK� �


$�[��P(Kurtz ,1992)�Fو� 3� �Bunge, 1991�Eن�.�! �qא_W+�م��=�$�v$و�[�
���l*���א���+76،�وو-ً%�
� �%��(� �א
�t)�����و �א_& �# ��%(� ���ذ'�-����+�76\ �5R� �naively� �5*
�א P	�d 
�76+����-� Kkא��K�Not 

gullible6
���א_�؛_W+�م%�ن�אوא���+6+�ن�)�!���1��،�6א
���)q؛�وא���+�76)$)���ن�)$/�א_د �\���t
W+�م�א
F��5=	�q%@�
��א_د
��ن�KEو)*��$و�h�(Bunge, 1991א£�E،��3ن��q�=c�k
�L��(���W�7�(ن���NT�=(��1���8Y&�]�

qDא FKurtz, 1992� KE� 
�7-�ن3J"��!�� 8=.� �א�$א'�� S(��	� �1 �م jو�$v�C���*Dא�x1א$	È�� -�"� �
��د ��
� �אو	=���� ><� t
�א �'��
Qد��1� k!�א���� !��� E� ]�$
�א ]��(� �5����� �!�� �
�%�	� C�'��=א��� �א��lYص �!�
F���'א�$אISA 200,163�T
§+��Pن��E،�و�!��و'�kא:��ص��=�	��)+�ن�,=����K$��و���K��x�*���($,�'�#א

F�L�%($���C���*Dא����ni�(ISA 240,64EW$�א
��67א�$��345א' �
� J kR����1(Y��� Kא�;� ���א
���q nو	��א�K ���;$�א_�K�#�א��,$)��وא*D�� ���h  %.��(m�Eא�$א'

� J ��1�kR�m(E�Cو�.��5א��jدא�Iא�CאS*�.�� "i.�jو�$���� 	����8א_	���א��,$)���K)��א�bא�Aא�$א'

J,م��אو�+W_א�q !�.�>د[�א{(�A$��
�Suspension of judgmentsא K�E$�ق�א�lgIوאcognitive closure��S�(
<��;�1�C�'��=א���><��V��
��ض�وאT
����g��>KאRI*�ن��E>زא
��א �

��K��q !�.�� Vא_W+�م�	��Q *+��x��=�.�E$�ق�א�lgIא�><��'�Dن�א��?W��
و,�Nوא�j�W	��P،و)$/�א
�! ��א"�*��oא��$-��E�Fא
n{.�t$��א�5�� .$.�3��Cא
�= �ن��Kruglanski and Ajzen, 1983�k(�
�8Y�
E،�-�ذא�"�ن�א


¬lgق��|"���'�W-�P��k% ��(��1�JF= @א�$���א_د
���Fא\��£�EBailey et al., 2006� U@�
�><��KEو.��Sא_د
��א
��Pא
�@%��qوא\	�=�ع lg< Cognitive closureق�	�$e�E���א�$א'��§ ��><א
����V><�$1א���*$����א
$�E���gن�

�F(Kruglanski and Freund, 1983K א\�R%�د[ �
� �'�DقوאlgIא�><��]�� ،L�	� �	��vع ��Wل ��Eא	��y����lא��$-� ��g$
א��$�N,�E	% �س�)% �dא

F� ��ضT
�وא d�!
�א P	� �
ً��� ،jد�~� �-$�	Webster and Kruglanski, 1994� KEaאb1\��8وאY�
�א �)+�ن ��ن �,
��א��J,�Pא�qא�A$�(���W�h+Dאز)�Q�!6))���4�؛	��+6ً+ �
�D�7א!.� �T�	��،�وא
א��1 ��و 3hn�P	��!ن���+(

�k !س،�و��א�% � ��دJ,��!���Rא �����1و �د�'� 
¬lgق�א��$��Eن�.+�ن��j��1-�ن3� �'�Dع�א�א�.�� �	��	�Pא���1
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�(��	�=��h+Dא�q !�.��!���1������!����1ل��א'�(<�h(�%���k��a	�PאIدא���kR��]�F�j +�ن��"QV$W�$Uא�$א'
���+ً6+�.��1���'����A$�� �K	3hn�Pא
��*ES،�و �

�,=���و و�-�د�א
���UWن��ن�אD��pU�،��><��'	�/�אD�'��><�אlgIق�א��$al, 2006)�et�(Bailey�Eد�א��
�E$�ق�א�lgI�7.�)א
�$א'��E�Lא
$.�xא
�! ���=�E�kא
$.�xא
�R �،�و�lو��j!��ذ!
��P 3+�ن������1+��	!@���

P	��!*!���$n{.�E$�ق�א�lgIא�><��'�Dن�א��o��M�
א�5= �3،�-�!���� ���אC>��אدא�Cא�h+Dوאf�ذ�א
%$א��Eא

¬lgق�א��$�E،	$א�x1א*D���C)�!@·��ن��3؛א�U�ل��'�Dع�א�א�.���	،��K��'م�א�$א�5	�E��1����1ن�و��%(� �

 :Search for Knowledge المعرفة عن البحث ٤,٣


�)�y���kא
�����K�V ��>ن���%�
?א
�@?���Pא��$-�?�K�P�� !�f�V ��א���Mא�oא
�%�،�_ن�א���Mא�oא

���ل�א
��م،�وא���+6+�ن�	�5��ن����RI+����و������&�P	�$U"���,��-$�א��P��?@�
א
���LW�E�،67ن�א

Dو�א���= �	��M �R�q%²ن���E�?@�!
�jو�$�
������ل��!��	�!�	��C~�دj،�����$-����+����م�و
 �hª�dدوא-
��*!�
�W�،E�q ?�>و,Jא�א���xR	�Pא
��+�76وא�E��vא���$r=
�@ 8،�وא�
	���ن�א��+�7
�)�kא
$�E���gא

a�v����
 F��(Mautz and!�،�و)���S	��i��q!��()��د
��'�)���E�jو
�)�kא
=��wو	*����
!�@%�qو.%  ��h)�،و�א#�א_د

Sharaf, 1961)ن����L�'²?�א�$א�]J
	��ً1��	�Pא
���ل��)��=�3א><��ن�א�$א'���.�$ض�א
���ل�א�$���و�א
�א-��א
K��	��
i*	و���L�	ع��v�c��%!�א�$א'���א���C� !���J �=.��=�� �

aאل�א��$و{*
א
J[�"�ن��)����k	��א
�m�²�]Jא
�$د�
!�@?���P	��(m	�Pא��!�	�C؟�و,��א
*}אل��W�,�*�Rوא
��אv�	$1�P	�$U"_�d�=
و��د�j	���h�(	=���J,���1א
$����g(Litman and Silvia, 2006)ن�,���م�א
����E�LUW�ل��!�hא

�א
���ل �($rRل�و���
�.�@�8א وא
�E،��tא��$-��	W�P ?�א
���ل�א
�$د[��SU"�E	�Pא
�@���א
�t.�@$/��و
m �sد�و$�

7،�و�.�Z �=.�><�A�5א,���م�אJ"���-�
��(Litman and Silvia 2006, 319)Kوא\"���A�Aא\��+�� �

 :Interpersonal Understanding الشخصية فهم ٤,٤

��Q�R�'�P+
5�¹��Z�.$.א:���89א
��lUא_و<�	��" � ��.%  �h	$א�x1א*D����C_د
��א�$א'��،�و	��P	
� �,� �א�$א'�� �
��د h  %.�xRא�'� �Y�
�א h5-�Interpersonal Understanding� �א_-$אد�، ��دوא- h5-� �	� �	���.�t
وא

3�%(� P(J
�وmRא,א �
�א_د � ����h5،	�ن�� N����� �W�א��� �وא
�$ص m-א�Dא� P	� �(��� �(�s� E� �vوא� �,� ��"
Á!�	� �
��د h(�%�
� ��،!�א�$א'�� ��\�.+��oو C� !���FSAS No. 99א�W �ل� NV�.و� ،EAאb�\�����1�� � R�+	��

ن�\�)�+�Advertising skepticism�3 ��*�5!7،�وא
�S�.�t><��ن�א
��67אNRl�Iא
��دق�������E!���א�
l.��ل
���(��P+
א
��t?،א
��+ �E�7?دوא-��א��!=L	�Z%-�P	�Pא
��+ �E�7א%D��q9وא���
���CאQ -$W�� Rl�I�،�و

3��(�C�"�!*
�	+�QR������ Q��	�Pא
��K67.%�م�د
 ً!���!���ن�-�h5دوא-��א_-$אد�وא �
����l�
�א���+�76><�و)��Sא �و)%�!h5،�و�ن�א_-$אد��،	lK�Pل�-�h5א_-$אد�،�ن h5 !��A$��
�א k=+§


�)�h5.���א�P����!�®�C	��vع�L�!�Yא��k= ���><�h5��]ن�.}د��P+§אد�$-´
�Cא����
�א
�وא-��وא �J,و�،
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C�	�!�	�h(�%.�h5�(����	��!!�	و���jز�=@	א���+6+�ن����!��A$��
��ل,}\#�א_-$אد،�و	�Pא
���xא�W�3א @�
�mא
و.��Sد�א�����h(�%��K	��!	��C	�����1�P���!!ن	��	���1�P,}\#�א_-$אد��=�	��)%�	א��'�د��Eא��!�	��Cא�3�%

FHurtt, 2010�

 �k	��Pد<���(��	��
� ��1 �م�	$א�x1א*D�������Cא���א��א�xRא*RI�R ��و�א#�د\,��><�E؛��A�5�
�� ��
��א-�.�t

��k،א
�+.�\�x�l�o	�$-��א
�وא-��وא
��Tط�א�� �.�t
�א
���K�x�lא�.+�oوא
�$ص�א �

 :Independence الاستقلال ٤,٥

� V�K�S�.ل�l%��\א���	��(�@�
><��ن�	$א�x1א*D����k !��xe�C>'$א#�.%  �h	��N��v_د
��א�$א'���
3$%(��	�=��� V�:�7א!.�h��(א�J,و�$1א�،�و��h+Wא���VI�� -�"��
��	$א*W�x1����C	*��/�>ذא�"��pRא_د

K�= �	�� v$-ل���%
�א_د
��א
lز	�� �
�hود�(Mautz and Sharaf, 1961)��><��'�Dلאl%��\א�5= ���3א����M�
�=��	=�W���1�'��א�$א'��\	���lא


 �Z%-�dא
�@�8א
�،�q 1	lK�Pل�א&I���j><��ن�א�$א'����xeن�.+�ن�
�)�kא
�M����א�5= �3،���,����c����
���وאf�ذ�£ ��אI'$א#א�Cא�=�����א�%Wb��Cא�3�%+Dא�������jو�$v�><���(��j��&Iא��	�،P($K¨א�P	��	

 Unanswered،��و�א_��Sg��!Fא��5=��o���Doubtful impressionsא��+���- 5��א\��R���Cא
��	���k!%��E	I�Pز

questions/$(و�،�(Mautz and Sharaf 1961)�3�²� �c�4�	�76+א���� ���ن�א�$א' �@V�P	��,� و�ن��א\د�3�#אC،د�
KP($K¨א�P	ع��1=Iא�C\و�و�~��C%�א����א��$ni.��1ن���+(� �
� �!�� ]��=(� �א�345 67�
�א ��ن �א< ���l�
�א S�(و� 
l%��\א�� N.אJ
�א k '��
�א ]�� �وא\��%lلא
�$د)�،

� N1lK_אMoral independence3�²و�،� 
���C(McGinn, 1989)د��	� �
�5*����%(�\�]J
�א
��8Yא kRi��76+א����
3�²�kRو��،P($K¨א�C��
�Tوא��C��1�=�
�،�و��Eא���
���Cא�%�	��	���1�Pא¨�P($K،א��'�د�E�jא_د
��fallaciesد�א

� -�v<�C�V�@�3و�)%�م�����	��

!��Vل�وא��Dل��!���د���<%
�personally satisfiedK����א
��Y ��=<�א
$v���و�א �

 :Interpersonal trust بالنفس الثقة ٤,٦

6!��(3 �	� /��*	� 67�
�א xQ=��d�=
��� �%U
�א P	،�3$%(و�FHookway, 1990� �%U
�א ><� �'�D��� Eאزm��\وא��E
� K��mא
=�'��א\���*���.� d�=
��� �%U
�وא ،C�א�$�vא� �و'�د �و��م N!Kא�
�א �א�ªو# �و'�د 4�.� d�=
��� �%U
وא

�و� Cא��%�� �وאI§�ن �א
Jא. � �� %
��� ����
�<� S�(و� �א�$#، C�R�+	FHookway, 1990><� E���Rد�� h5(�
� P(J
�א �ن
� E� �%U
�><�א 
=��d)��%$ون��� �%U
��Eא ��3א\����د	*��/*(� �	� ��ن �و)$/ ،h5�� �V�:א� �א_W+�م �!���%U
�א �

K�
��و\�Cא1I=�ع���ً
��	��P$د���1ل�	��)�$ض�	��Pد�]�s�N,�d�=
��� �
� x
�T
��Eא �%��*
�א �א�$א'�� ����C$rR� �%
�3><�و+�"�76+��!
� C���*Dא�B1א$	�x .$.�%U!
� ��

(Cushing, 2000. Choo and Tan, 2000. Payne and Ramsay, 2005. Shaub, 1996. Shaub and Lawrence, 1999)7
�،،�و	��ذ
Q5'و��5�V��� �%U

!��+��76אوא�Q�W�-�ن����yא
��א���C.� �א�L�'א�$א�A$�.�k'و��P	�Z%-(Hurtt, 1999. 

Hurtt et al., 2003a. Rose, 2007)K� �
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�?א
��61و �5Ri�� �5�($�.�P+§�d�=
����%U
�א �א
��Y ���و �%U
��א���3א���]J
%��	���1�P-$د��و��������hא
�P+§�/$K�������! k،�وא
�+$�א_�����Nא\����د�!��"!����و�و����و�� �ن�&���N5و�"����N	�P-$د��و��

�k(�
�C���*Dא�x1$א	ن��ذא�"<�kR���,Æضא�?����6++�.�$U"ض��ن�)+�ن��b�(א_-$אد��L���%U
�E	*��/�א
Shaub, 1996; Hurtt, 2003)KE� �

� � �Y�
�א �%U
�א 
¯��(Shaub, 1996)�א���Yمو
% �س� �אRI*�ن C��*!-� P	� �!��=	� �و�'mא# א���א1 �
FWrightsman, 1974�j� W�7($&��	��1l�
~�ود��א
�8Y،�و><��KE3�Wو	% �س�א
�E��%Uא_��V)%�م��!��1 �س�א

�d (�%א���J,�C$5���3��و�א
n��� * 9$���א
�������a$&�Eא_W+�م�وא
%$א�א�Cא���+6+�،�و	��ذ
�7-�ن��)Q���א�5
�(�1�w9��R�P��$�*.���d (�%�7א�!.�P	؛�Â��	�p* 
��5R_�K��'א�$א�C\�Dص��K��+������ �

*Dא�x1א$	����*.�d�=
����%U
� ��א�$א'���و)$/�א
��W?��ن�א��jدא�<�C\و�~��	و�%	��!��C���k��=1I�
��	��
 �k	��Pد
���אi��5�R¿	�����1.����ض�	<C�'��=وא��K� �

 :Focus of control الرقابة تركيز ٤,٧
�><����1$
&Y�ص�)���	!�ن�	��א
r$و�y���Aא_��ن��3ن�אD��C\א
�אK! ��.�*$����א-bאض)��m "$.�Sא

��=��ط�و>V$א�� ����
��Y=(�P($K$;�א �א
�|،���LW�Eن ��!� ��نو����غ j���� passively engaged E��$��א��
� � �!*

!1$����Negative emotions�FLefcourt, 1991�><א�N'��:א�m "b
�و)��Sא KEد�א\��%��\�w9��=
א
*�i���9ن�א

���1$!
�N!Kא�
����§+��Pن�.��5È�$niد�א�$#�א
���LW�E�،� �Yن�א
�m "bא��.�w9��=
)��NWא<�א\��%�د��iن�א
�><�S�"��W�� �Y&�C�-$�.��!�personal actions�FLefcourt, 1991EK� �

�H��1وAאb�\א����1$
� ��.$" �mא,i���و���C$5א_����א
*��%���ن�א�5��Cא:��' ���،�!���R�ق�وא�
�E� ��$��$U"��N,<Iא� � R�+	�P	�C�	�!�و��1ل�א��،q(���
،�و.$.��Zא�5�Phares, 1978�C)א¨1F�P($K=�ع�وא

� � %
�א Aא_,�א� �و�א# Z�=
�א N�*
��� � !Kא�

�)�Valued goals�h5א� �א�U�ل � ��� �!�F� C�	�!�א�� P�� ?@�
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