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Objective and Methodological Directions in University
Theses in the Field of Higher Education Administration
at King Saud University: A Bibliometric Study

Manal Mohammed Al-Othman Wafa Abdullah Farhan Al-Omari Anoud Mohammed Al-Ghaith

Lecturer at King Saud University Lecturer at Bisha University Associate Professor at King Saud University

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

This study aimed to determine the objectives and methodological approach of university
theses in the field of higher education administration approved by the Department of Educational
Administration at the Faculty of Education, King Saud University. The study relied on descriptive
and bibliometric approaches to achieve its objectives. The study sample consisted of all printed
university theses approved by the Faculty of Education at King Saud University in Riyadh that were
submitted for the requirements of Master's and Doctorate degrees in the field of higher education
administration from1990 to 2016. A total of 76 dissertations were available in the university library.
Of these, 12 were Master’s theses and 63 were doctoral theses. The study used a content analysis
form to count the frequency of the variables to be investigated.

The results revealed that 80 research fields were addressed in the theses. The most commonly
studied area was quality management, followed by knowledge management and then academic
programs. These are followed by university education, community partnership, organizational
climate and labor market. The theses addressed 18 administrative and developmental jobs. A number
of the theses did not specify the administrative field to which they belonged, and 20 theses did not
produce any original research. The study recommended the need for further research into
administration, government and e-services in higher education administration.

Keywords: university theses, bibliometrics, higher education administration.
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