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Cochlear Implants: Positive Practices of
Families and Audiologists

Ahmed Abdullah Alzahrani

Assistant Professor of Special Education - Department of Special Education
College of Education - Majmaah University
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

The study aimed to identify the factors underpinning the success of cochlear implants and
their role in the development of language in deaf and hard of hearing children from the perspective
of audiologists and parents. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher used a
qualitative method. Individual interviews were used as a key tool for data collection. The study
sample consisted of 12 audiologists and 12 parents.

The researcher obtained the data by analyzing the content and linguistic description of the
interviews. The main findings were as follows: the optimal age of cochlear implantation is
between six months and five years of age. Children with hearing problems who do not receive any
beneficial effect from hearing aids are in urgent need of cochlear implantation. The child should
have auditory training before and after the procedure, creating a suitable environment for the child
and cooperation between the family and audiologist.

The study recommends that it is important to raise awareness about the importance of
cochlear implantation for children and its role in developing communication and language. Parents
must be trained in how to deal with their child after the operation. Finally, the study recommended
raising awareness by holding lectures and meetings organized by the responsible authorities. These
should address the importance of the operation, the role of parents and their responsibilities after
the operation.

Keywords: cochlear implant, hearing impairment, auditory therapy, speech.
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