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Comparable Persons in Corruption Cases: A Comparative Foundational Study
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Department of Comparative Jurisprudence, College of Member of the Oversight and Anti-Corruption
Sharia, Qassim University Authority
Abstract

This research, titled Regulatory Provisions for the Protection of Whistleblowers, Witnesses, Experts,
and Comparable Persons in Corruption Cases, addresses the critical role these groups play in detecting
corruption crimes at their early stages and preventing their escalation. The study underscores the
necessity of providing robust legal protections for these individuals, as the absence of such measures
significantly hinders anti-corruption efforts and impairs the ability of competent authorities to uncover
corruption offenses effectively.The research adopts two primary methodologies: the inductive
analytical approach and the comparative legal approach. The study is structured into an introduction
and two main chapters. The findings highlight that the protection of whistleblowers, witnesses, and
experts has been a focal point in international legal discourse, leading to the adoption of international
and regional conventions that mandate the safeguarding of these groups. Furthermore, recent legislative
developments have introduced a regulatory framework that outlines specific provisions for their
protection, aligning with contemporary advancements in this field. Key recommendations include the
necessity for Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member states to establish a unified legal framework
dedicated to the protection of these groups. Such a unified system would significantly enhance regional
anti-corruption efforts. Additionally, the study recommends amending Article 126 of the Saudi Code of
Criminal Procedure, which currently requires the inclusion of witness names in the indictment decision,
to grant investigative authorities discretion in this matter.

Keywords: Legal Protection, Witnesses, Experts, Whistleblowers, Oversight and Anti-Corruption
Authority.
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