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Aladdin Mughaltay as a historian (762 AH/1361 AD)

Dr. Saleh bin Abdullah Al-Zahrani
AAssociate Professor of Islamic History in the Department of History, College of Social Sciences,
Umm Al-Qura University
Abstract:

This research focuses on the figure of Aladdin Mughaltay ibn Qalij al-Bakjari al-Hanafi, a prominent
historian and scholar (689-762 AH / 1291-1361 AD) through three academic sections. The first section
provides an introduction to his personal biography and scholarly upbringing. The second section
delves into his historical writings, exploring the methodologies he employed in crafting them. In the
third section, we compare him with other historians of the era in which Mughaltay lived. The results
showed that the scholar Mughaltay combined the tools of the hadith scholar, such as isnad (chain of
narration), jarh and ta'dil (criticism and validation), with the methodology of historians, including
chronological arrangement, sequencing of events, and comparison. He practiced criticism of the texts
under examinations and provided scholarly contributions due to his specialization and excellence in
various fields, including hadith, language, poetry, and genealogy.

Keywords: Al-Zahr Al-Basim, 8th Century AH, Mamluk Era, Mughaltay, Historians' Methodologies.
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