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Semiotics of Similarity and Contrast in the text “A Plea Against Hope” by the
poet Muhammad Abdul Bari

Dr. Abdullah Hassan Mohammed Al-Qarni
Associate Professor of Literature and Criticism in the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of

Arts and Humanities, University of Bisha
Abstract:

This study presents an analytical reading based on a combination of similarity and contrast, which
are mechanisms of semiotic analysis that can be employed to understand texts more deeply. The reading
begins by observing similarity and dissimilarity (contrast) in the textual extension, and aims to reveal
the emotional and poetic flow in the presentation of the poet's ideas, in addition to highlighting the
meaning behind them, while searching for the impact of these similarities and contrasts in clarifying
the poet's idea presented in the depths of the text, according to the semiotic criticism method based on
analysis and interpretation.This reading focuses on the poem “A Plea Against Hope” by the Sudanese
poet Muhammad Abdul Bari, from his collection “It Is No Longer Blue,” as a poetic model based on
a linguistic structure embodying various forms of similarity and contrast, thus allowing the reader to
engage with and analyze it. The research concludes that the poet presents his view of hope not as a
lifeboat, but as an experience requiring moderation to prevent it from becoming an illusion. Instead, he
sees it as a positive force driving progress, the link between reality and dreams. The more one skillfully
and wisely approaches hope, the greater the chances of achieving one's aspirations.

Keywords: Structure, Similarity, Contrast, Features, Muhammad Abdul-Bari.
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