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Environmental Consciousness Representations in Saud Al-Saadi’s Novel ""Thali-
that Al-Athafi"¢ An Ecological Study

Dr. Khalid bin Nasser Al-Jumaihi Al-Qahtani
Associate Professor of Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, College of Arts and Human-

ities, Al-Baha University
Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the novel Thalithat al-Athafi by the Saudi writer Saud Al-Saidi through
the lens of ecocritical environmental criticism, an approach concerned with examining the dialectical
relationship between literature and nature. The analysis reveals how major environmental symbols—
such as ravines, the valley, and water—function to embody the conflict between traditional identity
and modern transformations. It also highlights how the characters reflect shifts in Saudi environmental
and social consciousness.The study elucidates the role of the environment as a space of conflict and
identity reconstruction through oppositional binaries such as old/new and nomadism/civilization. It
further demonstrates how artistic imagery and narrative language rooted in Bedouin heritage contribute
to shaping environmental awareness, and how space and time are transformed into active elements
in the construction of the narrative experience.The study concludes that the novel offers a profound
critical vision of the environmental and cultural repercussions of the transition from a nomadic way of
life to settlement, affirming the importance of ecocriticism in uncovering the symbolic and existential
dimensions of the relationship between human beings and their environment.

Keywords: Literature, Environment, Environmental Criticism, Saudi Fiction.
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