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Mechanisms of Critical Discourse Construction in the Preface to Abdullah Al-Gh-
adhami’s *The Problem and the Difference*: An Analytical Approach in Light of
the Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) Model

Dr. Fatima Abdullah Ali Jafshar

Assistant Professor of Literature and Criticism, Department of Arabic Language, College of Sciences and Hu-
manities, King Khalid University
Abstract:

This study seeks to explore the discursive and argumentative strategies employed by the critic Abdullah Al-

Ghadami in the introduction to his book *Controversy and Difference*, using Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
based on Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional model: the textual dimension, the discursive practice, and the
social practice. The study aims to deconstruct the dialectic between the linguistic structure of the text and the
implicit cultural and authoritarian paradigms, while tracing the mechanisms of “contextualization” of traditional
concepts in the works of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani and Western philosophical concepts, particularly deconstruction
as articulated by Jacques Derrida. The study revealed Al-Ghadami’s success in performing an “epistemological
shift” of rhetorical terms, transforming them from descriptive tools into critical instruments for exposing the
cultural paradigm, and opposing “the problem” as a system of compliance. The research also demonstrated
the critic’s skill in employing heritage as a “legitimizing authority” to localize modernity, practicing a form of
“conflictual acculturation” that ensures the independence of his methodological discourse. The study concluded
with a methodological paradox: the transformation of the concept of “difference” into a normative authority that
may fall captive to the very system it seeks to deconstruct, reflecting the limitations of contemporary Arab critical
practice.

Keywords: critical discourse analysis, Norman Ferklaff, Abdullah Al-Ghadami, problem and difference,
deconstruction, cultural criticism.
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