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Barriers to Promotion in Public Service
Dr Ahmed Suliman Ahmed Alfarraj

Associate Professor of Administrative Law, Department of Law, College of Sharia, Qassim University

Abstract:

This study addresses the barriers to promotion in the civil service. Its importance is on par with that of
promotion itself, as it plays a prominent and fundamental role in motivating public sector employees to exert
effort, meet requirements, and carry out their duties—so that they may fulfill the conditions and thereby receive
a promotion that increases their salary. Furthermore, when promotions are based on sound objective criteria and
established regulatory and legal principles, they contribute to raising the standard of the administrative apparatus
and achieve the necessary balance between the public employee’s interest in promotion and the institution’s interest
in accomplishing its objectives. This study aims to identify the obstacles that prevent an employee from receiving a
promotion, which may stem from either a general impediment—such as an administrative investigation, referral to
trial, suspension, or failure to meet promotion requirements—or disciplinary sanctions, or a specific impediment,
such as leave, secondment, or transfer. The study adopted an analytical approach. It concluded with several
recommendations, including: stipulating that an employee is entitled to promotion as of the date of his or her
acquittal following a trial, if he or she is eligible; and recommending that sick leave exceeding one year, as well as
secondment in all its forms, be considered an impediment to promotion.

Keywords: symptoms, promotion, job, contraindications.
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